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Newsletter of the K.W. Gem and-Mineral Club
Volume 1, No. 7 April 26, 1966
Mailing Address =~ P.0Q. Box 841, Kitchener
President - Prof. Stuart A. Harris Secretary and Editor - Gord. Saunders
7h2-8737 7Ll -5045

REGULAR MEETINGS held on first Wednesday of each month, except July and August,
in Room 3E10, New Arts Building, Waterloo Lutheran University, corner of Uni-
versity and Albert Streets, Waterloo.

NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, May L4, 1966, 8:00 p.m.

Dr. J. VanSeters, Assistant Professor of Near Eastern Studies, Waterloo Lutheran
University, will describe his field work in Jordan and illustrate this archeo-
logical talk with slides.

MINUTES OF MEETING, APRIL 6, 1966 - Attendance 25
Minutes of the March 2, 1966 meeting were adopted as set out in Rock Blast No. 6.

Report on an executive meeting held April L, 1966 was read and approval given as
follows:
Box to be rented in the Kitchener Post Office.

Members subscriptions to Lapidary Journal and Gems and Minerals to be
submitted through the club after the May meeting and discounts to be retained by
the club.

Tickets in aid of the opening of Bancroft's Club House are available at
.50 each or 3 for $1.00 - prizes are 1. lapidary saw
2. prospector's pick
3. desk set
4. gogzgles

Larry Lamb to act as liason officer for possible Club display at a
recreation show in Breithaupt Park in June.

Agreed to participate in Centennial Year Hobby show which is expected
to be a 2% day affair in the auditorium. Delegate to the Hobby Committee to be
appointed in May.

Index book to be purchased to list members' Protection Forme for ease
in checking before field trips.

Suggestions were requested for display tables or cases for use in shows.

A short report also given on Inter-Field Trip Committee meeting of March 19 at the
Royal Ontario Museum.

Bob Ostler was elected chairman and Murray Hume, secretary of the
Committee for 1966-67. Both are from the Nippissing Lapidary and Mineral Club,
North Bay.

The K.W. Club agreed to purchase 50 safety booklets at .25 each from the
Committee for distribution to members.

Wallace Edwards reported a successful field trip to Walkers Quarry, St.Catherines,

on March 20 - 5 cars and 20 people. After collecting dolomite, calcite, gypsum,
etc., the group returned to Dundas for galena, sphalerite, etc.
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Mr. Len Collis, chairmen of the Hobby Group Centennial Committee spoke on plans
for 1967 and offered suggestions for our varticipation.

The Club's display in the Kitchener Library was appreciated by many patrons and
resulted in considerable interest with numerous calls to members of the Executive.

Prof. Stuart Harris then give a talk on Identification of Minerals, illustrating
his points with actual specimens and hardness sets for practice by those attend-
ing.

Various means are available for identification:
Simple physical properties,
Crystal form,
Testing chemical properties and composition,
X-Ray study of atomic structure,
Microscopic examination.

The first of these means was then examined in greater detail. While
not as good, or as exact, as other methods, identification by physical properties
is essential for field work since it requires no complex apparatus.

Unchanging properties - hardness
tenacity
cleavage
double refraction
fracture
streak
specific gravity

Variable properties - colour
transmission of light
lustre

The subject was given first class treatment by Prof. Harris and we
extend our thanks.

WELCOME to the feollowing new members.

Mr. P. E. Fisher 209 Mary Street, Waterloo

Mr. J. Gauley 244 Erb Street Bast, Waterloo
Kim MacFarlane Address required

Chris Rigby 64 William Street West, Waterloo
Dr. B. J. Schumm 16 Laurel Street West, Waterloo
Bradley Vannatter 149 Bedford Road, Kitchener

For anyone interested, a subscription to a quarterly magazine of local interest
ROCKS AND MINERALS IN CANADA may be purchased through Box 550, Campbellford, Ont.

Place your magazine subscriptions through your Club - it costs no more and helps
the Club Treasury. New or Renewal -

GEMS AND MINERALS 1 year $ 4.35
LAPIDARY JOURNAL 1 year $ 6.25
2 years $11.90

The field trip held on'égturday, April 23 attracted 24. The rain held off in the
collecting areas at Wiarton where both light yellow and deep red-brown sphalerite
were found, and at Craig Leith where fossil hunters split the grey shale for
specimens until the cold breezes from Georgian Bay forced a halt.



