
The Rockblast
The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Newsletter October 2009

 President’s Message
It seems like a short time since our last newsletter, and I guess Octo-
ber’s meeting has come more quickly because of our delayed start in 
September. We had a good turn out in September and there was lots of 
enthusiasm as people told of their adventures collecting over the 
summer. Doug Getty started things off with a show and tell of fasci-
nating mineral specimens at the Royal Ontario Museum. Then we 
heard many stories and saw excellent specimens. There were Herki-
mer diamonds from New York state and garnets from Marmora (Ai-
mee and Gary Partlow), orange gypsum from Wiarton (Kelly Ganci 
and Gary Winkler), pyrite nodules from the St. Lawrence river near 
Quebec City (Ray Lehoux), fossils from Arkona (Doug and Monica 
Getty), silver from cobalt region (the Land clan), a dramatic 5-hour 
road and boat trip into northern Quebec for eudialyte (Reiner Mielke, 
Hugh and Rob Land), blue fluorite crystals and the rare anhydrite 

from an easily accessible rock dump near Niagara Falls (Reiner Mielke). It seems the very best specimens were 
held back for later display. I think competition for the best self collected specimen will be stiff at our December 
meeting.

And speaking of the December meeting, we are in need of good quality specimens for the auction. You are in-
vited to donate a specimen, or have the auctioneer sell it on your behalf. The club takes a 20% commission.

Many field trips are happening this fall. Ray has managed to pick another rainy day for the Flamborough trip as 
I write this message. Other trips are scheduled for Beamsville, Guelph and Bowmanville. These are listed else-
where in this newsletter or at the CCFMS web site at http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/index.htm. There are also lots 
of shows. Our club has committed to have a table and display at two shows - the Ancaster show, October 3rd & 
4th and the Waterloo show, October 24th & 25th. We need your help. Please consider volunteering at the table 
for a two hour shift. You don’t need to be an expert, just a friendly face to invite people to join our club. We also 
need giveaway specimens for kids. If you have material you no longer need that would be suitable for beginners 
(not junk), please drop it off at our October meeting.

Our guest speaker in October is Nick Giannetti from Brantford. Nick is a lapidary specialist who collects and 
sells material from Brazil. He will bring many specimens to display from his own mine and other sites. Exam-
ples will include morganite, aquamarine, opal, and of course, quartz. Come and see his specimens and hear their 
stories. Also, the club will continue having supper Friday evening at a nearby restaurant. This month it is at the 
Viet Sun restaurant, 17 Erb St East, Waterloo, 5:30 pm, Friday October 2.          ---- Gary Partlow
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Pictures from the September Meeting
Photos by André Mongeon.
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FLUORITE, collected by Reiner Mielke

EUDIALYTE and AGRELLITE, 
Kipawa, collected by Rob Land

TRILOBITE, collected by Doug Getty

Our fearless leader, Gary Partlow



Upcoming Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 
Regina St. South, Waterloo.   Typical schedule:

7:00 - 7:30 PM:  trading and socializing
7:30 - 7:45 PM:  a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
7:45 - 8:00 PM:  announcements
8:00 - 8:15 PM:  monthly raffle
8:15 - 9:00 PM:  featured talk

Friday, October 2 2009:  Nick Giannetti from Brantford will speak. Nick is a lapidary 
specialist who collects and sells material from Brazil. He will bring many specimens to 
display from his own mine and other sites. Examples will include morganite, aquamarine, 
opal, and of course, quartz.  An optional dinner at 5:30 at Viet Sun restaurant, 17 Erb St. 
East, Waterloo, precedes the meeting - just show up.

Friday, November 6 2009:  Bill Plavac from the Walker Club, Toronto, will speak about 
"Mineral Collecting in Nova Scotia 2006".

Friday, December 4 2009:  The annual live auction with Peter Russell, a silent auction, 
and free pizza & pop for club members.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 26 2009:  CCFMS-sponsored Field Trip to the Beamsville Quarry (Nelson Ag-
gregates) has been confirmed.  Safety vest (fluorescent), safety boots, hard hat, safety glasses and long 
pants are required for admittance to the quarry.  Plan to arrive at the gate of the quarry of Beamsville at 
about 8:30 am for sign in and vehicle tag in. We will enter the quarry about 9:00 am after our safety 
talk. PLEASE NO LATE ARRIVALS.  Maps to this quarry can be found at:
http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Beamsville.html .  Any concerns please email Jim Glen, CCFMS Field 
Trip Coordinator Niagara Region, at jrglen@sympatico.ca .

September 27 2009:  Dundas collecting is on hold for the moment. Due to personal commitments of 
Tim Elliot (our quarry liaison), we may have to postpone the trip to a later date. If an opportunity to get 
into the quarry becomes available, the notice time may be short, as there are only two weeks left before 
the original planned weekend of September 27th. If you do not get an email confirming the Dundas 
field trip, please do not go to the quarry on Sunday September 27.
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On October 3-4 2009, the 1st Annual Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead & Jewellery Show takes place at 
the Ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 Trinity Road, Ancaster, Ontario (corner of Highways 52 and 53).  Satur-
day 10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday 10 AM to 5 PM.  Admission $5; under 12 free.   Demonstrations, speci-
mens, lapidary equipment, tools, beads & supplies, classes.  Presented by Robert Hall Originals. F or 
more information, phone (519) 488-1236 or (800) 360-2813.  E-mail:  
rockshow@roberthalloriginals.com .

On October 9-11 2009, the 65th Annual Greater Detroit Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show takes 
place at the new location, the Gibraltar Trade Center-North, 237 North River Rd, Mt. Clemens, Michi-
gan.  Friday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.     Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.    Sunday 11a.m. - 5 p.m.  One of the largest 
shows within a 4-hour drive of Kitchener-Waterloo.  Well worth a visit!

October 11 2009:   The trip to Bowmanville to collect fossils, originally scheduled for this date, has 
been postponed.  See below.

October 18 2009:  Club trip to the Guelph Quarry.  Contact Ray Lehoux, (519) 822-8523, for details.

On October 24 2009, the CCFMS is sponsoring a trip to the Bowmanville quarry to collect fossils.  
(This was originally scheduled for October 1, but upon second thought the holiday weekend was 
deemed a poor choice.)  Collecting is limited to the first 100 pre-registered CCFMS members in good 
standing. Current 2009 Club membership cards need to be shown at the quarry gates prior to entry. Ar-
rive before 8:30 a.m. Sign in as soon as you arrive. Safety talk at 8:45 a.m. sharp. Safety gear must be 
worn. Liability waiver must be signed. Collectors need to be over 16 years old. Time: 9.00 am to 4 pm.  
Meet at St. Mary's Technical Centre on Waverly Rd South in Bowmanville. A map and more informa-
tion on this quarry can be found at http://www.ccfms.ca/Events/Bowmanville.html  . Contact: Randy 
Ernst, 416-494-4276, or e-mail rernst1004@rogers.com .

On October 24-25 2009, the University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Museum hosts their Annual Gem 
and Mineral Show.  Show theme:  “Fossils and Minerals of Ontario”.  10 AM - 5 PM, Earth Sciences 
Building, University of Waterloo.  For more information, call Peter Russell at (519) 888-4567, ext. 
32469. 

On November 21-22 2009, 21-22, the London Gem and Mineral Show takes place
Sat. 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm at the Western Fairgrounds (Western Fair Entertainment Centre - Spe-
cial Events Building) in London, Ontario.  Directions: Highway #401 to Highbury exit North, west on 
Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on right hand side.
Features: Over 35 dealers, demonstrators and educational talks.  Admission: Adults $5, Children $2 
Contact: Ken Dardano 519-846-5836 or ken.dardano@sympatico.ca
Website: http://www.gemandmineral.ca/
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A Trip to Italy

Recently your newsletter editor hap-
pened to be in Italy, and spent an after-
noon with the famous Italian chemist 
and mineral collector, Achille Panunzi.  
Prof. Panunzi has lived in the shadow of 
Mt. Vesuvius for many years, and has 
been one of the most intrepid mineral 
collectors of the region.  As he told me, 
he used to teach his chemistry classes in 
the morning, climb up the mountain and 
collect, and return to teach more classes 
in the afternoon.

Mt. Vesuvius (or Monte Vesuvio as they say in Italian) is a stratovolcano near Naples.  It is best known 
for the historic eruption in AD 79 that killed Pliny the Elder and buried Pompeii and Herculaneum, but 
it has erupted as recently as 1944.   It is one of only three volcanoes in Italy that have erupted recently 
(the others being Etna and 
Stromboli).  

Pompeii was buried under 
60 feet of ash and pumice.  
Today it is one of the most 
popular tourist attractions in 
Italy. There you can see 
dozens of buildings, some of 
which look almost as if the 
owners just stepped out.  
Particularly noteworthy are 
the many mosaics and fres-
coes.

Vesuvius has a very interest-
ing mineralogy, and it is the 
type locality for 44 minerals, 
including Chondrodite, Co-
vellite, Davyne, Humite, 
Leucite, Nepheline, Peri-
clase, and, of course, Vesu-
vianite.   Another 184 min-
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                                                        Achille Panunzi

Mt. Vesuvius from the south - the active volcano is the peak at the left.



erals are found there.  Ac-
cording to a 1927 article 
in American Mineralo-
gist, Vesuvian minerals 
can be classified into four 
groups:

“I. Minerals that are 
found in the ejected lime-
stone blocks of Monte 
Somma.

II. Pneumatolytic miner-
als formed in cavities of 
leucotephrites and con-
glomeratic blocks ejected 
by Monte Somma and Ve-
suvius, or coating the 
walls of ancient lavas.

III. Fumarolic products. 

IV.  Minerals that occur as 
rock constituents of Ve-
suvius and Monte-

Somma.”

Prof. Panunzi is reputed to have one of the best private collections of Vesuvian minerals in the world.  
Although I only got to see a small portion of his collection, what I saw was impressive indeed.  Prof. 
Panunzi specializes in matrix specimens that are at least hand size, with crystals at least 5 mm or larger.  
His specimen of Sarcolite is one of the best in the world.

Prof. Panunzi discovered an extremely rare mineral named for him - Panunzite.   It has been found on 
Vesuvius and only one other location (also in Italy).   Its chemical formula is (Na,K)[AlSiO4] and con-
sists of greyish-white crystals on metamorphic ejecta.   It is found in pyroxene-rich blocks.

Professor Panunzi lives only 6.5 km from the main crater of Vesuvius.  The government of Italy, wor-
ried about the effect of a possible eruption on the nearby population, has offered people money to move 
further away.  But Prof. Panunzi refuses to go.  “And miss the chance to have minerals landing in my 
backyard?” he asked.  “Never!”
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Volunteers Needed for Ancaster Show
Club co-president Gary Winkler is looking for some 
volunteers to staff the club table at the Ancaster show, 
October 3-4 (see p. 3).  If you can help out, contact 
Gary. 

Speakers Needed for Kids’ Club

Rob Maric (coordinator of our Kids’ Club) is in need 
of several speakers with varied interests for the com-
ing year.

They usually meet on a Saturday afternoon each 
month.

 If you can help us out please reply to Rob 
(maric_robert@hotmail.com) asap in order that the 
programs can be written in "stone".

BBC Recalls Wales Meteorite

The BBC has an interesting article on their web-
site about the fall of a meteorite in Beddgelert, 
Wales, on September 21 1949.  According to the 
article, “At 1.45am a guest at the Prince Llewelyn 
heard a series of dull explosions, ending with a 
buzzing sound 'like a light aeroplane', which grew 
in intensity until it was suddenly replaced by the 
sound of shattering roof slates.

“The hotel manager was woken by his dog bark-
ing and heard a series of irregularly spaced bangs 
'like a naval broadside', but then went back to 
sleep.

“The next morning, in an upstairs lounge, his 
wife found a jagged hole in the ceiling, with plas-
ter and a dark-coloured stone about the size of a 
cricket ball on the floor.

“Neither the manager nor his wife knew what this 
was. But someone in the bar that evening, who 
had seen meteorites in a museum, recognised 
what it was.”

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and 
Mineral Club

Mailing Address: 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON  N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:

Co-Presidents: 
Gary Winkler (519) 888-9859
Gary Partlow (519) 863-6515

Treasurer:   Reiner Mielke   (519) 729-
9261

Publicity:   Stan Jones   (519) 658-4394 
and
Donna Hollander (519) 571-1418

Field Trip Chairman:   
Ray Lehoux   (519) 822-8523

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (617) 
967-2471

Kid’s Club Coordinator:   Robert Maric    
(519) 745-7717

Club Website:  
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

Contents of this newsletter is © 2009 
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral 
Club.  Contact us for reprint permission.
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