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     President’s Message

Hi, everyone. We are back from an enjoyable trip to the 
Maritimes.  We spent a few days on Grand Manan is-
land in the Bay of Fundy off the shore of New Bruns-
wick.  The island is an interesting geological story, but 
somewhat of a challenge to get to sites with potential 
specimens.  Much of the shoreline consists of steep 
cliffs 100 metres high, often consisting of columnar ba-
salt.  It was a treat to see these giant columns, and in 
places, stand on their tops with the hexagonal fissures 
below your feet.  Evidence of tiny gas columns were 
abundant in the boulders, either showing as striations or 
mottled surfaces, depending on the plane of view.  You 

can find zeolites in some of the fractures (see pic-
ture at left).  We also did a side trip to Joggins, NS 
at the top of the Bay of Fundy to see the world fa-
mous carboniferous fossils, and remains of a thriv-
ing coal mining industry of the 1800's.  There is a 
first-class interpretation centre which tells the story 
and displays exquisite examples of plant life, and 
the best dino-
saur footprints 
that I have seen.  
The cliffs are 
full of fossils, 
easily as abun-
dant as we find 
at Hungry Hol-

low.  The big difference is no collecting is allowed, and they watch the site 
very carefully.  Fifteen kilometres of shoreline is now protected.  You are 
not even allowed to pick up pebbles or sea shells.

I heard that Charles Gould did not disappoint you at the October meeting.  
He explored the wonders of Greenland, and demonstrated exotic fluores-
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cent specimens.  The voting was close for the many t-shirt ideas.  The eventual winner 
was Aimee Partlow’s entry “Gneiss Club Chert”...  Peter Russell is working on the fi-
nal design and it will be available for viewing at our next meeting.  We will also have 
sample shirts for sizing so you can place your order for December delivery.  The cost 
will be approximately $15.00.  For a small additional fee, you can have  “In quarrying 
mines want to know” added to the back of the shirt.

As many of you know, our field trip coordinator, Ray Lehoux, has moved to Sudbury to 
be closer to the rocks.  What dedication to the hobby.  He is stepping down as our field 
trip leader as it is no longer practical for him to organize future trips.  We thank him for 
all he as done for the club.  We are pleased to announce that Faye Meadows and Kathy LaHay have agreed to 
take over this responsibility.  They are also trip leaders for the Brantford club, so we will be having joint trips 
with that club where feasible.  It will be a good opportunity to meet other rockhounders.  At the November 
meeting Nick Wagner will give a mini-talk on “The evolution of minerals”, and Rob Maric will give the main 
talk on “Ground water.  Is there enough?”  Join us for supper at the Duke of Wellington, 33 Erb St W., Waterloo 

for good food and conversation.  Time, 5:30-7:00 PM, November 5.     ---- Gary Partlow

Upcoming Club Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. 
South, Waterloo.   Typical schedule:

7:00 - 7:30 PM:  trading and socializing
7:30 - 7:45 PM:  a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
7:45 - 8:00 PM:  announcements
8:00 - 8:15 PM:  monthly raffle
8:15 - 9:00 PM:  featured talk 

Friday, November 5 2010:  Our own Rob Maric will speak on "All you ever need to know about ground wa-
ter: do we have enough?".

Friday, December 3, 2010:  The annual live auction, with additional silent auction.  Free pizza and pop (from 
the club).  Holiday treats from the members.    Best self-collected specimen competition.   Silver pick award 
competition.  

Friday, January 7, 2011:    Soapstone carving workshop with Kelly Ganci and Stan Jones; mini-talk on soap-
stone carving by Stan Jones.

Friday, February 4, 2011:   Main talk: “The Francona quarry”, by Bill Lechner of the Walker Mineralogical 
Club, Toronto.  Mini-talk:  “Identifying gemstones from reclaimed jewellery”,  Karen Fox. 

Friday, March 4, 2011:    Main talk:  “Yukon Gold Mining” by Aimee Partlow. Mini-talk:  “Mineral hunting 
escapades”  by Robert Land.

Friday, April 1, 2011:  Main talk: "Reconstructing Dinosaurs, Paleontological Art for the Museum Industry” 
with speaker Mark Rehkopf.  Mini-talk:  “Colourful micro mineral collecting - Smithsonite, Vanadinite, & 
Wulfenite” with speaker Peter Russell.
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Friday, May 6 2011:  Marja Veldhoen, Gecko Beads, St Jacobs, ON  “The art of beading”.   Mini -speaker:  
Reiner Mielke,  "The minerals of Cobalt, Ontario"

Friday, June 3, 2011:  Club picnic.  Tour of Cambridge stone, led by Peter Russell and Stan Jones.

Upcoming Events

This listing is provided as a service to club members.  Events subject to cancellation.  As always, 
double-check dates and times with the sponsors before leaving home!

November 4-6 2010:  The CMMA Fall Mini-Conference, at the Burlington Arts & Cultural Centre, 1333 Lake-
shore Road, Burlington, ON.  Contact: Bill Lechner at 416-438-8908 or  bill.lechner@rogers.com  . Website:  
http://canadianmicrominerals.ca .

November 20-21 2010:  The London Gem and Mineral Show, Sat. 9AM-6PM, Sun 10AM-5PM.  Western Fair-
grounds (Western Fair Entertainment Centre - Special Events Building), 316 Rectory Street, London, Ontario.   
Directions:  Highway #401 to Highbury exit North, west on Florence, North on Rectory - Main entrance imme-
diately on right hand side.  Features: Over 35 dealers, demonstrators and educational talks.  Admission: Adults 
$5, Children $2.  Contact: Ken Dardano 519-846-5836 or ken.dardano@sympatico.ca .  Website:  
http://www.gemandmineral.ca .

November 27-28 2010:  The 23rd Annual Midhurst Arts & Crafts Home Tour.  Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM; Sun-
day 10 AM to 4 PM.  Featuring 31 artists & artisans in 12 locations in Midhurst, Ontario (just north of Barrie), 
including Doug Wambold’s Lismark Minerals and Jewellery, 5 Orser Drive, Midhurst, (705) 722-3330.  Free 
admission.  

March 5-6 2011:  The 18th Annual Peterborough Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, presented by the Kawartha 
Rock & Fossil Club, Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario.  10 AM - 5 PM Saturday 
and Sunday.  Minerals, fossils, gemstones, beads, equipment, books, displays, live & silent auctions.  Admission 
$3; children under 12 free.  For more information call 705-639-2406 or visit http://www.rockandfossil.com .

April 2-3 2011:  The 39th Annual Paris Gem & Mineral Show, presented by the Brantford Lapidary & Mineral 
Society, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario.  Saturday & Sunday, 10 AM to 5 PM.  Admission:  
adults $5, kids 12 and under free.  Featuring gem, mineral, fossil, and stone dealers; lapidary equipment; sup-
plies; jewellery; demonstrations; exhibits; silent auction.  Free parking.  Wheelchair accessible.  For more in-
formation, contact John Moons 519 752-9756 or Bob Parry at robert@roberthalloriginals.com .

July 15-17 2011:  The 29th Annual Sudbury Gem & Mineral Show, Carmichael Arena, Bancroft Drive, Sud-
bury.  Friday, 5 PM to 9 PM; Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday 10 AM to 5 PM.  Featuring jewellery, beads, 
fossils, minerals, rock craft, dealers, door prizes, demonstrations, displays, ID booth, metal detecting, kids’ ac-
tivities, outdoor vendors (Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM).  For more info, call (705) 522-5140 or visit 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/Sudbury/show.htm .
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A Visit to Oberwolfach, Germany
This summer your editor visited three different mineral exhibits:  in Saskatoon, London (Ontario), and 
Oberwolfach, Germany.  In the last two issues of the Rockblast, I discussed the exhibits at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan and the University of Western Ontario.  In this issue, the last of the series, I’ll tell 
you a little about my trip to Oberwolfach, Germany.

Mathematicians the world over know the name Ober-
wolfach, because that is the location of the first and 
most famous research institute for the mathematical 
sciences.   But it is also famous in mineralogical cir-
cles, because right nearby is the celebrated Clara 
Mine, located in the Rankach Valley of the Black For-
est.  The Clara Mine is home to hundreds of minerals 
and the type locality for minerals like Agardite-Ce, 
Phyllotungstite, and Rankachite.  

Founded in 1726 as a copper, silver, and lead mine, it 
is still mined for barite and fluorite.  The workings ex-
tend 700 meters below the surface.   You can still col-
lect on the dumps.   

Also in Oberwolfach is the world’s only museum for both minerals and mathematics, the “MiMa, Mu-
seum for Minerals and Mathematics Oberwolfach” (www.mima.museum).   On display are hundreds of 

superb examples from the Clara Mine, and other 
German locations.  

Above you see a specimen of Fluorite with green 
Cornwallite, and at left you see what is probably 
one of the world’s best specimens of Scorodite, 
showing large transparent blue crystals that ex-
hibit a color change from incandescent to fluo-
rescent light.   

The minerals are very attractively displayed, with 
excellent lighting.  The labels are only in Ger-
man, but for the most part, it is easy to deduce 
the English names of minerals.  Labels do not in-
clude the chemical formula, which is the only 
substantial criticism I can make.

Drawing on the inspiration of the nearby mathe-
matical research institute, the museum is also host to an exhibit on the mathematics of surfaces.  
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This is probably one of the most unusual museums you’ll ever visit, and well worth it if you are in the 
Black Forest.

Ratings:

Attractiveness:  A

Scientific Value:  B+

Accuracy:  A

Specimen Quality:  A.

Kids’ Club News
The next meeting for the KW Gem and Mineral Kids’ Club will be held on Saturday November 6 at 2 
PM at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre. We hope to see you there!

The topic will be Fossil Shark Teeth, with a presentation by Robert Land.

Sneak Peek at the Club T-Shirt
Is this really what 
the club t-shirt 
will look like?  I 
don’t know for 
sure, but I got 
this in the mail 
from a very mys-
terious person.  
Maybe it will be, 
maybe it won’t!
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Gems?  I’ll Have Nunavut!
by André Mongeon

When you think of localities for sapphire and spinel, Sri Lanka comes to mind.  Pargasite and lapis?  Afghani-
stan.  Moonstone?  India.  How about Canada?  That’s right, Canada.  More specifically: Nunavut.  

Thanks to the efforts of a Canadian geologist/gemologist, these domestic gems have become part of my collec-
tion, and perhaps part of yours.

Normally, I don’t endorse a gem or mineral dealer, but is it difficult not to in this case.  Brad Wilson of Alpine 
Gems is unique in many ways.  He specializes in the prospecting, specimen collecting and cutting of Canadian 
gem minerals.  Many of his gems have stories behind them as colourful as the gems themselves, often adding an 
extra dimension to a stone.  He sells at some shows (Toronto and Scarborough among them) and has offerings 
in many price ranges.  He makes owning rare Canadian gemstones possible for average collectors.  Although he 
has cut gems from across Canada and the 
world, I will focus this article on the gems 
of Nunavut.  

From the Soper River area, there is parga-
site, a bronze-green variety of the amphi-
bole mineral hornblende.  With a hardness 
of 5 to 6, it is too soft for most jewellery 
applications.  Also from the Soper River 
area is oligoclase, a sodium feldspar with a 
hardness of 6.   Gemmy oligoclase is not 
exactly rare, but this one is Canadian.

Another pair of feldspars are the two 
moonstones pictured.  The milky white is 
from Crooks Inlet.  The salmon-coloured 
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one is from Kimmirut.  Again, milky moonstone is fairly common but the salmon coloured variety is another 
matter.  Although orthoclase is often the feldspar in pink granite, it is usually fairly opaque.  This moonstone 
also has a hint of orange, making it quite striking.

Lapis lazuli is most often associated with Afghanistan, where it has been known since antiquity.  It has also 
been found in Chile and Russia.  Canadian lapis may never corner the market, but it of decent quality.  It is just 
another in a list of surprises from Nunavut.

Spinel has been found in a few localities in Nunavut.  Most likely to be found as specimens are those from Ward 
Inlet.  They are a purple-blue to gray in colour and contrast well on a peach-coloured matrix.  Brad has cut elec-
tric blue spinel cabs from material from another Nunavut locality.  The colour is amazing but unfortunately 
these are fairly opaque.  Hopefully he finds gemmy spinel in this colour.  It would be world class.

Another pair of gems come form the Beluga Pit site (and other sites) near Kimmirut.  Scapolite, some of it 
gemmy enough to cut, is found in association with blue sapphire also gemmy enough to cut.   Scapolite is of 
interest to collectors of fluorescent minerals but occasionally the material is gemmy enough to cut.  It is also too 
soft for jewellery with a hardness of only 5 to 6.  The sapphires are another matter.  

The Nunavut sapphires range in colour from dark blue to pale blue to colourless.  Heat treatment has improved 
some material.  Some yellow sapphires have been found well.  Most of the sap-
phires collected are included but some fabulous gems have been cut from this 
locality.   The faceted examples pictured here are quite dark and included but 
they are real Canadian sapphires obtained directly from the guy who collected 
them.

Please note that some of the stones mentioned in this article may have been 
sold out and may never be available again.  Most are very rare, after all.  The 
good news is that Brad is always looking for new stuff and one never knows 

what he’ll find or when he’ll find 
it or where.  Other gems from 
Nunavut include zircon, tourma-
line, garnet, cordierite, titanite, 
diopside, and apatite.  I am still 
looking for these Nunavut gems.  
Once you are truly addicted to 
these Canadian gems, you will 
find yourself checking Brad’s 
website often or dropping by his 
table at a show.  Good luck trying 
to get past ME!
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Large Emerald Found in 
North Carolina
According to CBS News, a 65-carat faceted 
stone was recently cut from a gem-quality 
emerald found in Hiddenite, North Carolina.  

Hiddenite is better known as the source for 
green gem quality spodumene, with the same 
name as the town.   As the story goes, the 
first specimens were found in 1879 and sent 
to the mineralogist W. E. Hidden.  He, in 
turn, sent them J. Lawrence Smith, who iden-
tified them as spodumene and named the va-
riety “hiddenite” after Hidden.  Later the 
town also acquired this name.  Gem quality 
green spodumene from North Carolina is 
quite pricy, and only very rarely spotted at 
mineral shows.  It should be distinguished 
from the material from Afghanistan, most (or 
all) of which has been irradiated to produce 
the green colour.  The material from Afghani-
stan will fade in the sun, whereas the North 
Carolina hiddenite, which gets its colour 
from chromium, will not.

Emeralds also occur nearby.  The very large 
rough emerald mentioned above was found 
by Terry Ledford, who partnered with W. 
Renn Adams to explore for gemstones on the 
Adams farm in Alexander County.   Using a 
track hoe, they unearthed a 310-carat dark 
green specimen.  After cutting, it is the larg-
est gem quality faceted emerald to be pro-
duced in North America.  

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and 
Mineral Club

Mailing Address: 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON  N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:

Co-Presidents: 
Gary Winkler (519) 803-4343
Gary Partlow (519) 836-6515

Treasurer:   Reiner Mielke   (519) 729-
9261

Publicity:   Donna Hollander (519) 571-
1418

 Liaison: Stan Jones   (519) 658-4394

Field Trip Chairman:   
Ray Lehoux   (519) 822-8523

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (519) 
743-8754

Kids’ Club Coordinator:   Robert Maric    
(519) 745-7717

Club Website:  www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

Contents of this newsletter is © 2010 
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club.  
Contact us for reprint permission.
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