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     President’s Message

A big Thank You! to Petra Suffling for her great talk on the geol-
ogy of New Zealand last month. Our main speaker did not show 
up (he had written down the wrong date), so Petra stepped for-
ward and gave an expanded version of her scheduled mini-talk. 
We learned that New Zealand is much more than grassy hills and 
grazing sheep. Because of two colliding tectonic plates, this coun-
try is continually shifting and actually rising vertically out of the 
sea. We saw photos of mountains, glaciers, faults with rapidly 
running rivers, volcanoes and of course, geysers. Then, while we 
did announcements and our raffle, Petra prepared a second talk on 
New Zealand, from a ‘typical’ tourist perspective. This included 
some of the Maori traditions and art work, as well as more beauti-
ful scenery, including the limestone caves. It is nice to see so 
much talent within our membership. A special thanks to Petra!

To get us in the mood for carving at our upcoming meeting, Kelly 
Ganci displayed some of his soapstone and alabaster carvings. 
Kelly has become quite talented over the years, and his pieces con-
tinue to impress. And typical of Kelly’s generosity toward the club, he donated one of his specimens to the raf-
fle. Thanks, Kelly!

Scheduling speakers for the club has become as unpredictable as Canada winning medals at the Olympics. For 
March, we had planned a talk and workshop on stone carving by James, the Stonecarver. First the bad news - 
James has had to cancel due to work commitments. Now the good news - Peter Russell has offered to give the 
main talk on “Mines and Miners”. So leave your Dremel tools at home for now. We will try to reschedule James 
at a later date. And more good news - Kathy La Hay will do the mini-talk on “Gypsum in our Food”. Sounds 
delicious! We are in good hands and an interesting meeting will be had.

If you would like to catch up on the news from some of our club travellers, please join us at the Duke of Wel-
lington restaurant in the Waterloo Town Square at 5:30 PM for supper (33 Erb Street West, Waterloo). Gary 
Winkler is back from travels in Arizona, Peter Russell from the southwestern states, and Kathy La Hay from 
Dubai. Hopefully they will be able to attend and tell their tales.  Shows are already beginning this year, so check 
the dates elsewhere in the Rockblast. The KW club show will be our usual date, the first Saturday in May. This 

year that’s May 1st. See you at the March 5 meeting.  ---- Gary Partlow

1

Photo by André Mongeon



Pictures from the February Meeting

Clockwise from upper left:  Petra Suffling talks 
about New Zealand; sleeping NZ volcano; Kelly 
Ganci’s stone carvings on display; a collection 
of NZ rocks; Kelly’s pig carving; giant “Moqui 
marble”-like concretions (over 1 m in diame-
ter!).  All photos by André Mongeon.
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Upcoming Club Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina 
St. South, Waterloo.   Typical schedule:

7:00 - 7:30 PM:  trading and socializing
7:30 - 7:45 PM:  a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
7:45 - 8:00 PM:  announcements
8:00 - 8:15 PM:  monthly raffle
8:15 - 9:00 PM:  featured talk

Friday, March 5 2010: Peter Russell will speak on “Mines and Miners” and Kathy La Hay will give 
a mini-talk on “Gypsum in our Food”.

Friday, April 2 2010: Gary Partlow will give a mini-talk on the Marmora quarry.

Upcoming Events

March 6 – 7, 2010:  The Peterborough Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, The Kawartha Rock & 
Fossil Club's 16th Annual Show. Sat., March 6  and Sun., March 7 2010, Evinrude Centre, 911 
Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario.  
 
April 10 – 11, 2010:  Brantford Lapidary and Mineral  Society’s 38th Annual Gem and Mineral 
Show at the Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street,  Paris, Ontario: Saturday and Sunday 10 AM 
to 5 PM, Adult $3.00, 12 years & under – Free.  More info:  contact 
robert@roberthalloriginals.com  or visit http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca .

April 15-18, 2010:  The 37th Rochester Mineralogical  Symposium, April 15-18, 2010.  Visit 
http://www.rasny.org/MineralSymp.htm for more info, or write P.O. Box 85, Manlius. NY 13104-
0085. Steve Chamberlain - Chairman, sccham2@yahoo.com ;   Helen Chamberlain - Registrar 
(315) 682-0387, or e-mail  contactrms@hotmail.com .

October 1-3 2010:  Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead & Jewellery Show.  Try on the latest in fash-
ionable jewellery.  See crystals, fossils & magnificent rocks from all over the world!  Shop at 
over 30 dealers.  Take a free seminar on rocks, fossils or crystals.  Hours: Friday: 9:30 AM to 
4:30 PM; Saturday: 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM;  Sunday: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Admission: $6.00 
per person, under 12 free.  Location: Ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 Trinity Road, Ancaster, Ontario 
(corner of Hwy. 52 & Hwy. 53).  For more info, phone: 519-448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813 or 
visit  www.roberthalloriginals.com  or e-mail rockshow@roberthalloriginals.com .
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A Visit To the Tucson Show

Your newsletter editor had the chance to visit the 
Tucson show for a week in February.  Here are 
some impressions.

First, despite the poor economy, prices were -- for 
the most part -- as insane as ever.  Granted, dealers 
pay a fortune to rent the hotel rooms and drag all 
their stuff to Tucson, but even so, I would say the 
vast majority of dealers had prices from 2 to 25 
times too high.  By this I mean that comparable 
specimens go for 1/2 to 1/25 their asking price on 
venues like ebay and at club shows.  One habitual 
offender is the dealer ROC 3000 from France -- 
how they manage to sell anything at their prices is 
beyond me.  Another dealer was offering fluorite 
from Dundas (at right) for prices from $225 to 
$350.  (I once got less than $10 on ebay for almost 
exactly the same piece.)  His website advises us 

that “Fluorites are really rare from this location and 
almost never turn up on the market.”

Second, Tucson seemed a bit more run-down and 
shabbier than in past years.  The really large crowds 
were gone, and I never had trouble getting parking 
anywhere.  Beyond Bread, a great bakery on Camp-
bell Avenue -- which in the past has been crowded, 
with long lines -- was only about half-full most 
mornings.  On the bright side, I found a great Mexi-
can restaurant, Crossroads, at 2602 South 4th Ave-
nue -- very highly recommended and a good value.

As usual, some of the best places to find bargains 
were at the Moroccan and Chinese dealers, but you 
have to be prepared to haggle and walk away if they 
ask too much.   I found some nice yellow Fluorite at 
one Moroccan dealer, and later (with Gary Winkler, 
who came down from Phoenix for the day - at left he 
is shown pausing in front of “Dynamic Energy Crys-
tals” to absorb the healing energy) we found some 
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nice Cerussite specimens.  From a Chinese dealer I got some very nice Pyrite with interpenetrating 
cubes from Luizhou, Guangxi Province.  

Another dealer to look out for with reasonable prices is RayCyn Minerals, at the Arizona Mineral & 
Fossil Show at Hotel Tucson City 
Center (formerly InnSuites)  Ray 
Grant (one of the authors of 
Mineralogy of Arizona) and his 
wife Cynthia always have a large 
selection of beautiful specimens 
from Arizona, Australia, and 
other places.  I bought a number 
of pieces from him and from and 
Doug Wallace at Mineral Search 
from Little Elm, Texas for the 
club, and I sent them to Gary 
Partlow, who reports that “it was 
like Christmas” unwrapping 
them.   I hope you’ll enjoy win-
ning them at future club raffles.

It seemed to me that there were 
more dealers that were selling 

things other than minerals and gemstones this year.   
The dealer above was selling “magnetic therapeutic 
jewelry”.  

The marvelous electric green Fluorite from Riem-
vasmaak, Siyanda District, Northern Cape Province, 
South Africa (at left) was everywhere, but prices were 
sky-high even for mediocre specimens.  Also ubiqui-
tous were the bipyramidal orange wulfenite and green 
mimetite combinations from Mapimi, Durango, Mex-
ico.  These commanded ridiculous prices when they 
first came out, but now Mexican dealers were offer-
ing them at much more reasonable rates.

All in all, Tucson was fun, but not as much as previ-
ous years.  Let’s hope for more reasonable prices and 
more collector-dealers in the future!
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What’s Happening at the Kids’ Club
In February, the Kids’ Club created their very own rock craft - pet rock, fridge magnet, and other crafty 
ideas.  It was a lot of fun putting together some goofy rock crafts!

This month's Kids’ Club meeting (i.e., March) will take place on Saturday March 6, 2010 at 2 PM at 
the Waterloo Community Arts Centre upstairs in the main floor area. Petra Suffling will be talking to 
the kids about seismology.  Say that three times fast! 

Come and learn about the study of earthquakes and seismic waves that move through and around the 
earth. I hope to see you all there!   -- Robert Maric

A Tale of Tanzanite
by André Mongeon

Zoisite is most often a mineral of metamorphic environments.  On 
occasion it can be found in pegmatites or quartz veins.  Of its sev-
eral colour varieties, the purple to purplish-blue coloured Tanzanite 
is the best known to most people.  The name Tanzanite severely 
implies the locality where it is found.  Garnets (including the green 
tsavorite variety), sapphire, ruby and kornerupine are also found in 
Tanzania.  Although zoisite is found in many other places and in 
several other colours,  it is only the unique Tanzanian material the can yield the beautiful purple gems.  
The colour is caused by a trace impurity of vanadium.   Tanzanite is very pleochroic, appearing more 
purple in one direction and more bluish in another, a quality taken into account by gem cutters.

Most Tanzanite rough that is found is not purple at all.  The material is more often a brownish to yel-
lowish dull colour that comes to life upon 
heating (as do many other gemstone minerals).  
Some material that has been weathered out its 
parent rock is collected on the surface. Crys-
tals found in the schist parent rock are also 
mined.  

Zoisite crystals of a drab grey or brown to yel-
low hue are found in many other localities but 
they don't change to the rich purple colour of 
tanzanite.  They sit with other sparkling wines 
while champagne gets all the publicity.  But all 
is not dull in the zoisite world.  Other interest-
ing varieties are available for the collector.
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Starting in Tanzania, a green zoisite col-
oured by chromium often hosts rubies.  
The unimaginative ruby-in-zoisite name 
won't win any contests for marketing but 
the material is known for its use in carv-
ings.  A skilled carver can take advan-
tage of the red-green colour contrast to 
produce some amazing art.

Another variety of zoisite is the deep 
pink thulite (coloured by manganese), 

first discovered in Norway.  The exam-
ple in the photo (courtesy of the 
Stephanie Martin collection) shows this 
pink zoisite variety in association with 
the ultra-rare cyprine (cuprian vesuvian-
ite)  This location has been closed for 
decades and any such material is a true 
prize for a collector.  Pink thulite can be 
found in other locations as grains or in 
massive form.

From deep purple to pretty in pink it's 

not easy being green.  Tanzanite is the most fa-
mous member of the zoisite family and everything 
else is the poor cousin.  Nice tanzanite crystals 
can be very costly.  Just like the cut stones, they 
have usually been heated to enhance their colour.   
Nice grey crystals from places like Pakistan are 
available and affordable.  Thulite is a bit more dif-
ficult for collectors to find but it does turn up at 
shows and on the Internet.  Green zoisite (usually 
with rubies) is often found carved or occasionally 
as slabs or raw 
chunks.  Prices vary 
according to size 
and workmanship 
but affordable 
pieces can be found 
at most shows. 
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Mineral of the Month:  Ankangite

OK, no cheating now, class -- raise your hand if 
you’ve ever heard of this mineral before.  Can some-
one other than Reiner please answer? 

Ankangite is a very rare oxide mineral with chemical 
formula Ba(Ti,V3+,Cr)8O16 .  Up to now it was only 
known from four locations, including Ankang Prefec-
ture, Hanbin District, China, from which the name is 
derived.

Recently it was discovered as inclusions in quartz 
from Brazil.  Much of the material has been faceted 
into unusual gemstones, such as the 2.59 ct stone pic-
tured above and seen at the Tucson show.  An article 
from Gems and Gemology, Spring 2009, recounts “In 
January 2008, gem dealer Sergio Pereira de Almeida 
purchased (in Teófilo Otoni, Minas Gerais) a 20 kg 
parcel of colorless quartz crystals that contained radi-
ating black needles and lesser quantities of euhedral 
white and colorless inclusions. The quartz crystals, 
which ranged from one to 10 cm long, were prismatic 
and most were terminated. The entire parcel was cut 
into cabochons and faceted gems, yielding approxi-
mately 20,000 carats total...The quartz’s discoverer, a 
Mr. Nilsinho from Curvelo, Minas Gerais, is keeping 
the location within Brazil confidential.”

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and 
Mineral Club

Mailing Address: 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON  N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:

Co-Presidents: 
Gary Winkler (519) 803-4343
Gary Partlow (519) 836-6515

Treasurer:   Reiner Mielke   (519) 729-
9261

Publicity:   Stan Jones   (519) 658-4394 
and
Donna Hollander (519) 571-1418

Field Trip Chairman:   
Ray Lehoux   (519) 822-8523

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (617) 
964-2471

Kid’s Club Coordinator:   Robert Maric    
(519) 745-7717

Club Website:  
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

Contents of this newsletter is © 2010 
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral 
Club.  Contact us for reprint permission.

8

http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc
http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

