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President’s Message
Our December 2009 meeting was a great success. The pizza
arrived on time, and everyone brought lots of goodies. The
competition for the “Best Self Collected specimen of 2009”
was stiff, and Peter Russell did a commendable job auctioning off over 40 items, including minerals, fossils, jewellery and even a diamond saw blade. After all the expenses
(food, auction items, new name tags, etc.), we even made a
little money which will go towards specimens for raffles
and next year’s auction.
As I mentioned, there were several excellent specimens entered for the Best Self Collected specimen. This was clearly
a successful year for members in their quest for the perfect
find. It came down to a difficult decision between a large
silver specimen from Cobalt, found by Rob Land, and a
large Eurypterid fossil from the Fort Erie quarry, discovered by Aimée Partlow. When all
votes were cast, Aimée was declared the winner, and received the trophy from her proud Dad.
For the Silver Pick Award, there were only two specimens and the voting was close. Stephanie
Martin won with her ... fossil (though Gary Winkler displayed a very nice okenite specimen).
So, our trophies were won by two fossils this years (not the members).
Our meeting in January is actually the second Friday, January 8th. (We thought it better to skip
New Year’s day). Our guest speaker will be Walter Zimichod of Zimochod Jewellery in
Guelph. Walter is a gemologist and designer, with 25 years experience producing elegant handcrafted creations. He has enriched himself with technological and innovative expertise and as a
result, his work combines state-of-the-art technology with old-world craftsmanship. Walter
uses a variety of production techniques, ranging from wax carving to mould-making. He casts
pieces in gold, silver and platinum, as well as setting and polishing precious and semi-precious
stones. His talk is entitled “From Design to Finished Product”. He invites any questions you
might have on the topic of jewellery. It should be an interesting and informative evening.
See you in January. ---- Gary

Partlow
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Pictures from the December
Live Auction
Photos by André Mongeon.

Holiday fun at the Waterloo Community Arts
Centre: Peter Russell auctions off another
real bargain; club members examine the tasty
offerings on display.
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Club Prizes for the Best
Specimens - 2009

All photos by André Mongeon.

Top left: Ordovician Litnites fossil, winner of the best acquired specimen award.
Top right: Gary Partlow awards the
“silver pick” trophy to Stephanie Martin
Middle right: Eurypterid fossils from Ft.
Erie.
Bottom left: Gary Partlow awards the
trophy for the best self-collected fossil to
Aimée Partlow.
Bottom right: One that didn’t win: a big
silver nugget collected by Robert Land.
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Upcoming Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina
St. South, Waterloo. Typical schedule:
7:00 - 7:30 PM:
7:30 - 7:45 PM:
7:45 - 8:00 PM:
8:00 - 8:15 PM:
8:15 - 9:00 PM:

trading and socializing
a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
announcements
monthly raffle
featured talk

Friday, January 8 2010: Our guest speaker will be Walter Zimichod of Zimochod Jewellery in
Guelph. Walter is a gemologist and designer, with 25 years experience producing elegant handcrafted creations. ] Walter uses a variety of production techniques, ranging from wax carving
to mould-making. He casts pieces in gold, silver and platinum, as well as setting and polishing
precious and semi-precious stones. His talk is entitled “From Design to Finished Product”. He
invites any questions you might have on the topic of jewellery.

Upcoming Events
January 29 - February 14, 2010: Dealers and collectors worldwide meet in Tucson, Arizona
for the many gem and mineral shows. For more information, visit
http://www.colored-stone.com/tsg/ . If you are planning to go, and want to meet up with other
Kitchener-Waterloo club members, contact shallit@cs.uwaterloo.ca , specifying the dates you
will be there and your local contact information.
March 6 – 7, 2010: The Peterborough Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, The Kawartha Rock &
Fossil Club's 16th Annual Show. Sat., March 6 and Sun., March 7 2010, Evinrude Centre, 911
Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario.
April 10 – 11, 2010: Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society’s 38th Annual Gem and Mineral
Show at the Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario: Saturday and Sunday 10 AM
to 5 PM, Adult $3.00, 12 years & under – Free. More info: contact
robert@roberthalloriginals.com or visit http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca .
April 15-18, 2010: The 37th Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, April 15-18, 2010. Visit
http://www.rasny.org/MineralSymp.htm for more info, or write P.O. Box 85, Manlius. NY 131040085. Steve Chamberlain - Chairman, sccham2@yahoo.com ; Helen Chamberlain - Registrar
(315) 682-0387 . contactrms@hotmail.com
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What’s Happening at the Kids’ Club
At the December Kids’ club meeting, the kids enjoyed an hour of playing ROCKO! They all went away
with winning some great mineral specimens and jewelry.
The Kids’ Club meeting for January 2010 will take place the second week in January (i.e., January 9
2010) at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre. The time is yet to be determined.
Our guest speakers in January will be the father-daughter team of Gary and Aimée Partlow from the
adult mineral club. They will do a presentation for the kids on the Marmora quarry (which is noted for
its iron) and what it's like to collect minerals out in the field. They will also give away garnet specimens that they collected. I hope to see you all there!

Up in Smoke
by André Mongeon

Zinc oxide (ZnO) has many industrial, medical and commercial uses. Pure zinc oxide powder is white,
a property put to use as a paint pigment. Pure zinc oxide is also used in skin medications, most notably
in calamine lotion, but also
as a sun-block. Other medical uses include antiseptics,
shampoos, baby powders and
deodorants. It shows up in
fortified cereals as a source
of dietary zinc. It is also
used in the production of
concrete, paper, rubber,
metal finishing and rust inhibitors.
Zinc oxide exists naturally as
the mineral zincite. Although natural crystals exist,
they are always small. Most
zincite is found in massive
form. The most notable location for crystals is Franklin, New Jersey, the type locality for franklinite. Most
zincite today is made from
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oxidizing zinc obtained from several minerals including sphalerite (ZnS). Two main processes are used
to yield zinc: smelting and electrolysis. Smelting was far more common and required heating zinc ores
to the point of vaporization. Giant smokestacks that belched toxic fumes used to be far more common
than they are today. Recycling and newer, environmentally friendlier methods are used now. This was
not always the case. Before the fall of the "Iron Curtain" (around 1990-91) many Eastern-European
still employed 1950's technology. The postage stamps of many communist countries from the fifties
prominently featured smoke spewing from factory stacks, almost with pride, heralding "Industrial Progress and Power".
Although the environment (and the citizens' health) likely suffered because of the out-dated methods,
there was an accidental by-product of interest to mineral collectors. Discovered in the smokestack of
an old Polish zinc smelter were considerable quantities of synthetic zincite crystals grown by vapour
deposition. Many colours were found, including yellows, reds, oranges, browns, greens and of course,
black. The colours are caused by impurities of manganese and occasionally iron, just like their natural
counterparts. This may have
been a fluke as it would seem
likely that from time to time the
stack would become so clogged
with crystals that they would
have to clean it. The zincite
would have then been recycled.
Communism fell and so did the
stack, perhaps just before the
next cleaning.
These synthetic crystals are often facet grade and nothing
natural can compare for cutting
purposes. These cut zincites,
even though from man-made
rough, exhibit a strong dispersion. The only thing that prevents them from being more widely used is their extreme softness (hardness 4). The supply of these crystals has obviously ended although other synthetic material is still being lab-made. The cut stones are not common and even though they are synthetic, they are interesting
additions to a gem collection.
Illustrated is a 1951 Soviet Union stamp commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Kirov Works in
Leningrad (St. Petersburg). The factory made railway cars, tractors and military equipment. Smokestacks, symbolic of industrial output, are prominent on many communist country stamps of this era.
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Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and
Mineral Club
Mailing Address:
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:
Co-Presidents:
Gary Winkler (519) 803-4343
Gary Partlow (519) 863-6515
Treasurer: Reiner Mielke (519) 7299261

Mineral of the Month: Amazonite
Amazonite is not a distinct mineral species,
but a variety of Microcline, KAlSi3O8, a potassium aluminum silicate. For many years,
its distinctive blue-green color was believed
to come from copper, but a new study suggests lead is actually the source. It gets its
name from the Amazon River, where some
blue-green stones were once found - but
probably they weren’t Amazonite!

Publicity: Stan Jones (519) 658-4394
and
Donna Hollander (519) 571-1418
Field Trip Chairman:
Ray Lehoux (519) 822-8523
Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (617)
964-2471

The finest Amazonite crystals in the world
come from Colorado, where it is found together with smoky Quartz in a world-famous
association. Esthetic combos command high
prices (as in the photo above, taken at the
Tucson show), even for repaired specimens.

Kid’s Club Coordinator: Robert Maric
(519) 745-7717
Club Website:
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

Contents of this newsletter is © 2010
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral
Club. Contact us for reprint permission.

Usually Amazonite is too opaque to make a
nice gemstone, but some new material from
Burma is actually facet grade.
7

