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             President’s Message

Spring is here and the maple sap is flowing! It is time to dust 
off your collecting equipment. Let Ray Lehoux know your 
interest in any field trips that the club might sponsor at (519) 
822-8523. The shows have already begun, and the excellent 
Paris show by sponsored by the Brantford club is just around 
the corner (in time and location).

We enjoyed the wonderful world of micromounting at our 
last meeting. I am always amazed at how incredible the crys-
tal formations are under the microscope, and cheap too. 
Thanks to Frank Ruehlicke and Peter Russell for leading 
this workshop. Several members went home with beautiful 
micromounts that they created during the meeting.

At the end of the regular meeting we held a brief annual 
meeting. Reiner Mielke gave the treasurer’s report, showing 
a healthy balance, and one that we will continue to use pri-

marily for speakers and other club expenses. We held a brief 
discussion of the revised constitution and field trip parameters. 
See elsewhere in the newsletter. Several suggestions were 
made for future speakers. The executive will remain the same 
for another year, though we invite you to consider stepping in 
to one of these positions in the future. At the June meeting, we 
will vote on the revised constitution, so please offer any sug-
gestions or corrections by the end of May.

This month our guest speaker is Matt Devereux, who has spent 
a life time collecting and studying fossils across North Amer-
ica, and particularly from the Burgess Shale in British Colum-
bia (remember his talk two years ago). This time, he will be 
speaking on “Fossils of Ontario”. The club is hosting Matt for 
supper at the Duke of Wellington restaurant in the Waterloo 
Square, 5:30 —7 PM. Come and meet Matt at supper. It’s pay 
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as you go. Our mini-talk will be given by Peter Russell on his recent trip to Arizona with co-president Gary 
Winkler and others. It will be a whirlwind tour of the geological highlights of the area, including the Grand 
Canyon. I send regrets at missing this meeting as we will be traveling in Australia to visit our daughter, Mandi. 
No mineral or opal collecting on this trip, but I will keep my eyes open for any bargains at the local rock shops.

When you read Ken Glommerett’s article this month on “asphaltite”, keep in mind that it is April!

Don’t forget to attend the club show, May 2nd. Many club members are offering displays, and we will need 
some help at the “welcoming” desk and volunteers to assist set up and take down. Following the show, all are 
invited to join us for supper at a nearby restaurant (to be announced) with our special guest Brad Wilson from 
Kingston. Brad will be giving a feature talk at 7 PM on his experiences “Prospecting for Gemstones in the Ca-
nadian North”.

-- Gary Partlow

Happy 65th Birthday, Peter Russell!
Longtime club member Peter Russell recently celebrated his 65th birthday.  Peter is 
head of the Earth Sciences Museum at the University of Waterloo and has won 
many awards for his contributions to geological education.  The club wishes him all 

the best!
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Upcoming Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 
Regina St. South, Waterloo.   Typical schedule:

7:00 - 7:30 PM:  trading and socializing
7:30 - 7:45 PM:  a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
7:45 - 8:00 PM:  announcements
8:00 - 8:15 PM:  monthly raffle
8:15 - 9:00 PM:  featured talk

Friday, April 3 2009:  Matt Devereux of the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario (picture at right) will return to 
speak about fossils.  Mini talk by Peter Russell and 
Gary Winkler on highlights from their recent Grand 
Canyon and Monument Valley trip.

Friday, May 1 2009:  No meeting.  Instead, on Sat-
urday, May 2 2009, at 7 PM, Brad Wilson will give a 
talk “Gemstone Prospecting Adventures in the Cana-
dian North” following our club show.

Brad’s interest in minerals began at a young age, but fully crystallized (pardon the pun) in 1978 when he acci-
dentally discovered transparent smoky quartz in northern Canada.  Since then, his keen interest in Canadian 
minerals and gemstones has lead Brad all across this country prospecting for minerals and rough gemstones.  
In the 1980s he completed BSc and MSc degrees in geology.  In 1991, Brad became a Fellow of the Canadian 
Gemmological Association (CGA) and is now their vice-president.  A faceter of gemstones since 1979, Brad 
cuts many rare and soft collector stones as well as the more traditional coloured gemstones.  Brad currently op-
erates “Alpine Gems”, a gem cutting shop and consulting business in Kingston, Ontario and is the Canadian 
office of “Coast to Coast Rare Stones International”, a coloured gemstone company specializing in rare, soft 
and collector gemstones.  In addition, he has written several papers on Canadian gemstones.

Friday, June 5 2009:  Michael Gordon, author of Rockwatching:  Adventures Above and Below On-
tario, will speak on caves and caving in Ontario.

Upcoming Events
On March 28 - March 29, 2009, the Buffalo Geological Society hosts their Gem, Mineral, and Fossil 
Show, Sat. 10AM to 6PM, Sun., 10AM to 5PM.   The theme is “Calcite: A Kaleidoscope of Shape and 
Color”.  Held at The Fairgrounds in Hamburg, 5600 Mckinley Pkwy. Hamburg, NY.  South Park Ave-
nue entrance Market and Grange Bldgs.  Admission $5.00.  Children under 12 years free.
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On April 4-5 2009, the Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society presents the Paris show at the Paris 
fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street, Paris, Ontario. Adults $3,  Children free. Crystals, minerals, fossils, fac-
eted gems, equipment, tools, beading supplies, demonstrations, jewelry, giftware.  Hot lunch available.  
For more information, contact Jenny Maracle-Jones at turtlefeathers@brant.net or (519) 750-0953.

On April 24-26 2009, the Toronto Gem and Mineral Show and Sale takes place Fri. 4 pm-9pm, Sat. 
10 am-7pm, Sun. 10 am-5pm at the Don Mills Civitan Arena, 1030 Don Mills Rd. , North York, ON
Features: Precious and semi-precious gemstones, fine quality jewellery, amber, stone beads, unique 
worldwide crystal specimens, tools, and everything to create your own works of art!
Admission: Adults $8, Seniors $7, 12-18 $6, under 12 free with adult.  Contact: Ohannes Bedrossian 
(514) 989-9800 torontogemshow@canada.com  .Website: www.torontogemshow.com 
 
On Saturday May 2 2009, our club will host its annual K-W Gem and Mineral Show at the Waterloo 
Community Arts Centre, 10 AM - 4 PM.  In the evening, there will be a talk by Brad Wilson on “Gem-
stone Prospecting Adventures in the Canadian North”.

On July 17-19 2009, the Sudbury Rock & Lapidary Society presents their 26th Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show at the Carmichael Arena, Bancroft Drive, Sudbury, Ontario. Friday, 5 PM - 9 PM; Saturday, 10 
AM - 6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM - 5 PM. For more information, call (705) 522-5140 or visit 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/Sudbury/show.htm.

On Saturday July 26 2009, the Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club holds their 13th annual Mineral Capi-
tal Gem and Mineral Show, 10 AM - 4 PM, Bancroft Legion Hall, Station St., Bancroft, Ontario.  Min-
eral specimens, jewellery, lapidary material, exhibits, displays, demonstrations, door prizes, silent auc-
tions, grand live auction, free gem identification.  

On July 30-August 2 2009 the 46th Annual Rockhound Gemboree will take place at the North Hast-
ings Community Centre, Bancroft, Ontario.   Canada's largest gem & mineral show brings together 
over 110 dealers of fine mineral specimens, gemstone jewellery, and lapidary supplies. Highlights of 
the show include gold panning booth, rock and mineral talks with geologists from Natural Resources 
Canada, a swapping area, a mineral display and expert mineral identification services offered by Mal-
colm Back of the Royal Ontario Museum, and geologist-led mineral collecting field trips.
Also running in conjunction with the Rockhound Gemboree is the Mineral Capital Stone Carver's 
Show. This show reaches out to sculpture exhibitors, suppliers of stone and equipment, plus artists of 
all levels of experience. There will be booths for artists to display and sell their work, outdoor sites to 
carve before the public, plus workshops for artists to learn about techniques and style development. 
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Micromounting!
At our March meet-
ing, Peter Russell 
and Frank Rueh-
licke led a workshop 
on micromounting.  
Club members had 
the opportunity to 
mount many beauti-
ful specimens from a 
variety of locations.  
The specimens of 
tabular yellow 
wulfenite and spheri-
cal green mimetite 
from Mexico were 
particularly appeal-
ing.  Thanks to both 
Frank and Peter for 

sharing their expertise and materials.

More Fakes and Frauds
The Romanian “mineral mafia” has become notorious for mass production of fakes.  Here is a picture of one 
such fake, on sale at the St. Marie-Aux-Mines show in France, of aquamarine “crystals” glued onto a matrix.  
The matrix may be real, but the “crystals” are not -- they are plastic, probably sections of a hexagonal curtain 
rod.  Photo © Udo Behner, used by permission.  For more on this thread, visit 
http://www.mindat.org/mesg-55-129449.html .
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New discovery of perhaps the largest hydrocarbon reserve in Canada

By Ken Glommerett

"Asphaltite could be Canada's largest potential future 
source of energy." said Mack Tarr, a spokesperson for the 
Canadian Fossil Fuel Marketing Board.  It could even be 
one of the most common minerals in Canada.  "The stuff 
burns almost as well as anthracite, nearly as clean and it 
ís far more plentiful!"  Tarr noted.   

Because asphaltite was originally found in small weath-
ered chunks without an obvious origin, it was thought to 
be a carboniffic chondrite that has been falling to earth 
for less than one hundred years.  Tests showed a very 
high petroleum content.  Some asphaltite, found inside 
mysterious yellow lines, has even been shown to have 
patches of nearly pure liquid petroleum, similar to motor 
oil.  What were thought to be chondrules turned out to be 
inclusions of common earth rocks, dispelling the celestial 
origin theory.  Recent developments in sensing technol-

ogy have pointed to the probable parent rock, a conglom-
erate metamorphic rock forming vast thin but flat sheets across much of Canada.  Based on the relatively low 
melting point and varied geographic distribution, asphaltite is not likely to be a true igneous rock.  After weath-
ering has occurred, vugs appear in the parent rock which are sometimes erroneously called "potholes" by people 
un-familiar with proper geological terminology.  The vugs often hold alluvial deposits rich in halite and silica, 
especially during the spring run-off.   

Occasionally another very strange mineral is found in association with asphaltite.  Flat and round crystals of 
pure iron tentatively termed "waffleite" (based on 
its appearance) are reported.  They are remarkably 
consistent in their size.  A few un-substantiated 
sightings of square waffleite crystals have been 
reported.  While still nearly pure iron, the square 
crystals seem to have had some other square to 
rectangular crystals that weathered away, leaving 
nearly perfect holes where the original mineral 
once was.  There is no idea what this mystery 
mineral could have been.  Crystals of other miner-
als have never been observed in waffleite.  Mem-
bers of the Society for the Rehabilitation of Crop 
Circle Phenomena have suggested that the regular 
patterns found in waffleite suggest extra-terrestrial 
involvement of some kind.
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Revised Constitution
Here is the proposed revision of our club’s constitution.  If you have any comments, send them to club 
president Gary Partlow.

Revised Constitution of the K-W Gem and Mineral Club
April 2009

Article 1.  Name

The club shall be known as the K-W Gem and Mineral Club

Article 2.  Objectives

This club is organized for the following reasons:
   1. To facilitate the gathering together of people of all ages who have an interest in the rock  and mineral 
collecting hobby and lapidary arts.
   2.   To promote the rock and mineral collecting hobby and lapidary arts.
   3.   To teach people and provide information about rocks, minerals, gems and fossils.
   4.   To provide the opportunity to acquire lapidary skills and the knowledge needed to render  metals, gems, 
minerals and stone of all types into art objects or jewellery.
   5.   To provide opportunities to collect, buy, sell and exchange rocks, minerals, fossils, gems,  lapidary mate-
rial and equipment.
   6.   To promote safe and responsible collecting, and work towards securing more collecting  areas through 
cooperation with other groups.

Article 3.  Membership

    a)  Anyone who pays the appropriate fee shall be entitled to receive the club newsletter,  attend meet-
ings, participate in field trips and receive a membership card and insurance as  provided by the Ontario fed-
eration
    b) Membership fees shall be set by the executive.
    c)  Membership runs for one year starting on the date the membership was first paid.  Late  renewals will 
be back dated.
    d)  There are 3 categories of membership: (i) Family - parents or guardians plus dependents  under 19 years 
of age, that all live at the same address; (ii)  Single adult - 17 years and  over; (iii) Junior - 16 years and un-
der.   Honorary membership may be granted at the  discretion of the executive.
    e)  Non-members may attend a maximum of two meetings per year, but are not entitled to  participate in 
club field trips.

Article 4.  Officers

    a) The executive of the club shall consist of the five following officers:

7



        i) President       ii)   Vice President
       iii)   Secretary       iv)   Newsletter Editor
        v)   Treasurer
    b) The executive shall appoint a Field Trip coordinator and a Publicity & Display chair as  necessary.
    c)  A nomination committee shall be appointed by the executive in October every fourth year.  The nominat-

ing report shall be given at the November meeting when the club members will be able to approve or 
add to the nominations and vote.

Article 5.  Meetings

   a) Properly constituted meetings shall take place on the first Friday of each month from September until 
June inclusive unless otherwise decided by the executive.
   b) The voting membership shall consist of paid members 17 years of age and over.
   c) At any properly constituted meeting, 15% of this voting membership shall constitute a quorum.

Article 6.  Field Trips

   a) KW Gem and Mineral Club members will have priority on all trips sponsored by the club. 
   b) If additional spaces are available, club field trips are open to members of other clubs at the discretion  

of the Field Trip coordinator.
   c) Anyone attending a field trip must be a member of a club affiliated with the Central Canadian Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (CCFMS)

Mineral of the Month:  
Scolecite

Pictured at right is a very fine speci-
men of pink scolecite from Ah-
mednagar, Maharashtra, India.  It is 
in the Royal Ontario Museum collec-
tion and is viewable in the ROM’s 
new Teck Mineral Gallery.

Scolecite (Ca (Al2Si3)O10.3H20) is a 
zeolite mineral that is found in vesi-
cles (volcanic bubbles).  It is closely 
related to Natrolite and Mesolite and 
is sometimes found with them.  Its 
hardness is 5 and its specific gravity 
is only 2.2, quite light for a mineral.
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Asteroid Falls to Earth, Pieces 
Recovered

Quoted from “Astronomy Picture of the 
Day” for March 28, 
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap090328.ht
ml :

“Small asteroid 2008 TC3 fell to Earth at dawn 
on October 7, 2008, tracking through the skies 
over the Nubian Desert in northern Sudan. That 
event was remarkable because it was the first time 
an asteroid was detected in space before crashing 
into planet Earth's atmosphere. It was generally 
assumed the asteroid itself had completely disin-
tegrated to dust. But, based on satellite and 
ground observations of the atmospheric impact 
event, Dr. Mauwia Shaddad of the University of 
Khartoum, aided by Dr. Peter Jenniskens of the 
SETI Institute and NASA Ames Research Center, 
led an expedition of students and staff to the area, 
combing the desert for surviving fragments. On 
December 6, 2008, two hours after their search 
began, the first meteorite was found. The team 
ultimately collected some 280 small meteorites, 
now called Almahata Sitta, with a total mass of 
about 5 kilograms -- the first material recovered 
from a known asteroid. In stark contrast to the 
lighter-colored stones, the black fragment in the 
picture [not shown] is Almahata Sitta meteorite 
number 15. About 4 centimeters in diameter, it is 
seen as it came to rest on the desert floor.

Editor's note: In Arabic, Almahata Sitta is "Sta-
tion Six": a railway stop in the Nubian desert 
where witnesses reported seeing the bright fire-
ball meteor.”

 Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and 
Mineral Club

Mailing Address: 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON  N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:

Co-Presidents: 
Gary Winkler (519) 888-9859
Gary Partlow (519) 863-6515

Treasurer:   Reiner Mielke   (519) 729-
9261

Publicity:   Stan Jones   (519) 658-4394 
and
Donna Hollander (519) 571-1418

Field Trip Chairman:   
Ray Lehoux   (519) 822-8523

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (519) 
743-8754

Kid’s Club Coordinator:   Robert Maric    
(519) 745-7717

Club Website:  
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

Contents of this newsletter is © 2009 
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral 
Club.  Contact us for reprint permission.

9

http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap090328.html
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap090328.html
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap090328.html
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap090328.html
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap081108.html
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap081108.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/news/home/30686199.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/news/home/30686199.html
http://www.nineplanets.org/asteroids.html
http://www.nineplanets.org/asteroids.html
http://asima.seti.org/
http://asima.seti.org/
http://www.universetoday.com/2009/03/25/meteorites-found-in-africa-from-first-predicted-asteroid-hit/
http://www.universetoday.com/2009/03/25/meteorites-found-in-africa-from-first-predicted-asteroid-hit/
http://www.nineplanets.org/meteorites.html
http://www.nineplanets.org/meteorites.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v458/n7237/full/nature07920.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v458/n7237/full/nature07920.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v458/n7237/full/nature07920.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v458/n7237/full/nature07920.html
http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc
http://www.calaverite.com/kwgmc

