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President’s Message
Welcome back! Hope you have had a satisfying summer collecting, cleaning, sorting, polishing and even buying mineral specimens. I’m afraid my only activity was seeing a 350 kg quartz
crystal in a clothing store in the Swiss Alps. It was quite the
specimen, apparently collected by the owner at a site just down
the road. Our European trip was wonderful, but this was the extent of our ‘rock collecting’.
Our club participated in a June 7 artist fair at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre. Kelly Ganci displayed some of his soapstone carvings and Chris Van Donkelaar displayed paint pigments made from minerals. Jean Scott graciously provided relief
at the table.
We’d like to thank Colin Zywert of the store “Weather” in Waterloo Town Square for donating specimens for
our Kids’ Club. Colin has always generously supported our club, so show your appreciation by visiting the
“Weather” for your rock needs.
Our meeting in September is our usual ‘Show and Tell’. Be prepared to share your summer exploits. Show us
your prize specimen or tell us about the one that got away. It is always an enjoyable time hearing about each
other’s adventures. Please note that, due to a scheduling conflict, we have changed our meeting date to the first
FRIDAY of each month, so our first meeting is FRIDAY, September 5 at the usual place, the Waterloo Community Arts Centre on Regina Street in Waterloo.
Annual memberships are due, so please bring $20 for an individual or family membership to the meeting.
Our typical meeting begins with an informal time from 7:00-7:30 PM for chatting, swapping and buying raffle
tickets. We begin at 7:30 PM with a mini talk by one of the club members, followed by announcements and the
raffle. Our main speaker is normally introduced at approximately 8:15 and we wrap up the evening shortly after
9 PM. Looking forward to seeing everyone again, and hearing your stories.

--

Gary Partlow
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Chris van Donkelaar Featured in Record Spread
Artist and club member Chris van Donkelaar was featured in a full-page newspaper article in
the Kitchener-Waterloo Record on June 21. The article can be viewed at
http://news.therecord.com/arts/article/371374 . In it, Chris talks about his work as a painter of
icons, his work with pigments, and the 100-mile ART project. The project culminates with a
reception at the Cambridge Centre for the Arts at 7:00 PM on September 26.

Howard Plotkin and the
Dresden Meteorite

Professor Howard Plotkin of
the University of Western Ontario gave us a great talk in
June about the story of the
Dresden, Ontario meteorite.
This stony meteorite fell on
July 11 1939 and broke into
several fragments, the largest of

which weighed about 40 kg and landed in the
field of farmer Dan Solomon. Plotkin told us
some very interesting stories about the fall and
the personalities involved. He managed to track
down the location of the fall and attempted to recover more pieces on the ground, but without
success. For more information, you can read
Plotkin’s article in the Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada . The main mass
of the meteorite can be seen at the University of
Western Ontario.
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The Black Star of
Queensland
This 733-carat star sapphire
is reputedly the largest in
the world, found by Roy
Spencer in the Anakie sapphire fields, Rubyvale,
Queensland, Australia, in
the 1930’s. It was on display at the ROM until recently. The star effect
comes from minute inclusions of hematite or ilmenite in the corundum crystal.

Intrepid Rockhounds visit Flamborough
Our club had a field trip to
the Dufferin Aggregates Quarry in
Flamborough on
June 21. The
weather was great!
We found fluorite,
sphalerite, and
some rare botryoidal calcite. The
best crystals were
found by Tim Elliott, who uncovered some very
large plates of undamaged beautiful
brown fluorite
crystals.
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Upcoming Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts
Centre, 25 Regina St. South, Waterloo. Typical schedule:
7:00 - 7:30 PM:
7:30 - 7:45 PM:
7:45 - 8:00 PM:
8:00 - 8:15 PM:
8:15 - 9:00 PM:

trading and socializing
a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
announcements
monthly raffle
featured talk

September 5 2008: The annual “Show-and-Tell” night. Bring specimens you collected or acquired this summer and be prepared to tell everyone about them!

Upcoming Events
On September 6 2008, Robert Hall Originals hosts their 1st annual rock swap at 138
Sugar Maple Rd., St. George, Ontario. Here is a chance for all rockhounds to participate
in a Rock Swap where they can swap, trade, buy, sell or even give away their overstock,
collections, and rock-related products. For $25.00, anyone can rent a space and participate in selling, or you can come and browse the booths. The showroom and the rock piles
will be open that weekend also. Please visit the website to register for the swap. Contact:
Robert@roberthalloriginals.com or call (519) 448-1236 or 1-800-360-2813. Website:
http://www.roberthalloriginals.com/
On September 13-14 2008 the Scarborough Gem and Mineral Club presents their 40th
Annual Show, 2467 Eglinton Ave. E., Scarborough, Ontario. Saturday 10-6, Sunday 11-5.
Adults $3, Children $1. For more information, contact scarbgemclub@lycos.com.
On September 27-28 2008, the Ottawa Lapsmith & Mineral Club holds their 42nd annual show,Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5. Nepean Sportsplex (Curling Area) 1701 Woodroffe Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario. 60 Dealers and exhibitors, gemstones, minerals, fossils, jewellery, crystals, beads, equipment, carvings, mineral & gem identification, children’s activities. Contact: Karen Lochhead, Show Chair Tel: (819) 827-3071 E-mail: showchair@olmc.ca .
Jennifer Latham, Dealer Chair E-mail: dealerchair@olmc.ca .Website:
http://www.olmc.ca/
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On October 10-12 2008 the Michigan Mineralogical Society hosts the 64th Annual Detroit Gem, Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show, South Macomb Community College Expo
Center, Building P, 12 Mile Road and Hayes Road, Warren, Michigan. Friday 9 a.m. - 7
p.m, Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Adults $7, Seniors $4, Children
$3. For more information visit http://www.michmin.org/show/. This is the largest show
within a 4-hour drive of Kitchener-Waterloo, well worth a visit.
On October 18-19 2008, the Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club hosts their 39th annual
show, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5. Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge St., Kingston, ON.
Over 30 dealers; children’s mine, jewellery workshop. For more information, contact Les
Moss, Show Chairman at emoss@cogeco.ca .Website: http://www.mineralclub.ca
On October 25-26 2008 the University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Department hosts the
Annual Gem and Mineral Show, University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Museum, Waterloo, Ontario. Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5. This year’s theme is “International Year of Planet
Earth”. Carvings, minerals, gemstones, rocks, fossils, lapidary, jewellery, etc. Sunday afternoon lectures and activities for kids. Website: http://www.openhouse.uwaterloo.ca .
For more information contact Peter Russell at (519) 888-4567, extension 32469.
On November 14-16 2008, the 49th Montreal Gem & Mineral Club Annual Show takes
place, Fri. 4 PM-10PM, Sat. 10 AM-7PM, Sun. 10 AM-5PM. Hippodrome de Montréal /
Blue Bonnets. Admission: Adults $7, Seniors $6, Students $5, under 12 free with adult.
More than 80 dealers offering: precious gems, minerals, fossils, carvings, tools, books,
beads and beading supplies, jewellery and jewellery supplies. Website:
http://www.montrealgemmineralclub.ca/pages/AnnualShow.html
On November 22-23 2008, the London Gem & Mineral Show takes place Sat. 9AM6PM, Sun 10AM-5PM at the Western Fairgrounds (Western Fair Entertainment Centre Special Events Building). Highway #401 to Highbury exit North, west on Florence,
North on Rectory - Main entrance immediately on right hand side. Over 35 dealers,
demonstrators and educational talks. Admission: Adults $5, Children $2 Contact: Ken
Dardano 519-846-5836 or ken.dardano@sympatico.ca . Website:
http://www.gemandmineral.ca/
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Llamas and Minerals
Last fall, your newsletter editor attended the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem and Mineral
Show in Rhinebeck, New York. It was held at the same time and place as the New
York State Sheep and Wool Festival, making it the only place on the planet where
you could see wool and rocks in the same venue.
What to do if you spouse doesn’t
appreciate minerals? Find a rock
show that has knitting and llamas!
For our wedding anniversary last
October, we took a trip to scenic
Rhinebeck, New York. While I
looked at rocks at the MidHudson Valley Gem and Mineral
Show, my wife was enjoying llamas like the fellow at the left.
The Mid-Hudson show is a relatively small one, but there were
many dealers you don’t usually
get to see in Canada. I lucked out by finding a
copy of Bancroft’s book, Gem and Crystal
Treasures, that I had been looking for for a long
time -- and at a reasonable price, too. I also enjoyed talking with famous mineralogists Alfredo Petrov and Tony Nikischer.
The theme of the show was agate -- not one of
my favorites, but there were some really beautiful specimens on display, like the one at the left.
Unfortunately, the two shows have been separated this year and now occur at different times,
so the chance to see minerals and llamas together is now gone.
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Visiting the Springfield Show
What gem and mineral show is the 2nd
largest in North America, and yet within
a day’s drive of Kitchener-Waterloo?
It’s the East Coast Gem, Mineral, and
Fossil Show, held every August in West
Springfield, Massachusetts, about 8
hours away.
This year your newsletter editor had the
chance to visit this show. The theme
for 2008 was the collection of Herb
Obodda, and it was really spectacular.
Among other treasures, you could see
the hackmanite crystal featured on the
most recent cover of the Mineralogical
Record (at left) and a spectacular aquamarine and schorl specimen that
somehow displayed images of the crys-

tal inside itself.
A day was not enough to see everything at the show.
There were about 200 dealers from the US, Germany,
and other countries. Generally speaking, prices were
rather high, and there were no cheap Moroccan or
Chinese dealers the way there are at Tucson. Nevertheless, if you looked hard enough, there were some
good deals to be had.
For sale was the single best galena specimen I have
ever seen, a lustrous specimen from the mountains of
Bulgaria. But, at $15,000, it was a little too expensive for me. You’ll be able to see that one in a future
Rockblast .
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The Hamburger Rock

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and
Mineral Club
Mailing Address:
Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Reiner Mielke
Waterloo Community Arts Centre
25 Regina St. S.,
Waterloo, ON N2J 1R8 Canada

Officers:
Co-Presidents:
Gary Winkler (519) 836-0699
Gary Partlow (519) 863-6515

This unusual specimen was recently collected
by club member Reiner Mielke in Paris, Ontario. It looks almost exactly like a hamburger! Are you hungry yet?

Treasurer: Reiner Mielke (519) 7299261
Publicity: Stan Jones (519) 658-4394

Camera Network Hunts Meteorites
According to an article in the August 20
Globe and Mail, James Whitehead, a geologist at St. Thomas University in Fredericton,
is part of an international team of scientists
who are using a camera network to track meteorites. The US has a network of 28 cameras while Canada has 26. Seven are located
in Atlantic Canada.

Field Trip Chairman:
Ray Lehoux (519) 822-8523

If a meteorite is detected by the network, its
trajectory can be computed and the meteorite
hopefully recovered. The more pristine a
meteorite is, the more it is likely to tell us
about conditions in the early solar system.

Club Website:

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (519)
743-8754
Kid’s Club Coordinator: Robert
Maric (519) 745-7717
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc
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