
The Rockblast
The Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Newsletter June 2008

President’s Message

May was a busy month!  Our annual club show, held 
on Saturday, May 3, brought in significantly more 
people than usual, but dealers reported slightly 
lower sales than usual.  Maybe that was due to the 
quality of the giveaways, which were spectacular.  
Thanks to all who donated material to give away, as 
well as everyone who helped set up and take down 
the tables.  The club table was one of the best we’ve 
ever had, with terrific photo displays created by 
André Mongeon.

Then on May 7 we heard a great talk by Tim Elliott 
on the geology of the Dundas Quarry.   Tim also 

brought some world-class specimens found at this quarry.  And Reiner Mielke gave us a 
great mini-talk about metallic minerals.  

June will be busy, too.  On June 1, we’ll have a club field trip to the Guelph Quarry, 
and on June 21, to the Flamborough Quarry.  Both trips are being led by our field trip 
chairman, Ray Lehoux.  For more details on the trips, see page 2 of this newsletter.

On June 4, our speaker will be Howard Plotkin from the University of Western Ontario, 
who will speak about the Dresden meteorite.  After that, our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 3.  Starting in September, due to a schedule conflict, our meetings 
will be on the 1st Friday of each month, not the 1st Wednesday.

This issue has an article by André Mongeon on spodumene. Hope to see you at the June 
meeting!

. -- Gary Partlow
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Upcoming Meetings
All meetings start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 
Regina St. South, Waterloo.   Typical schedule:

7:00 - 7:30 PM:  trading and socializing
7:30 - 7:45 PM:  a “mini-talk” about some aspect of the hobby
7:45 - 8:00 PM:  announcements
8:00 - 8:15 PM:  monthly raffle
8:15 - 9:00 PM:  featured talk

June 4 2008: Howard Plotkin from the University of Western Ontario will speak about 
"The Dresden Meteorite". Bring your meteorite specimens!  

Starting in September, meetings will be on the 1st Friday of every month.

Upcoming Events
On Sunday June 1 2008 our club field trip leader, Ray Lehoux, will lead a field trip to the Guelph 
Quarry.   From downtown Kitchener, take Victoria St. N.(Highway 7) and in Guelph turn right on Im-
perial road.  Continue on Imperial until it hits Wellington.  Turn left on Wellington, then look for the 
2nd right on an unnamed road that has a sign for Guelph DoLime, the Guelph Humane Society, and the 
City of Guelph Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Continue on this road 0.5 km to quarry entrance (stay 
left when passing Humane Society).   Meet there at 9 AM sharp!  For more information, contact Ray at 
(519) 822-8523.
On Saturday June 21 2008 our club field trip leader, Ray Lehoux, will lead a field trip to the Flambor-
ough Quarry.   Dufferin Aggregates Quarry, 685 Brock Road (just north of Highway 5), Flamborough, 
Ontario.  If you are coming from Kitchener you go down Highway 6 towards Hamilton, look for the 
water tower, then turn right on Freelton Road (#551).  Continue through Freelton and bear right.  At 
this point the road becomes Brock Road (#504).  You will cross highway 97, concession 8W, Safari 
Road (#501), concession 6W, concession 5W (#521). Keep going; the quarry will be on your right.  If 
you hit Highway 5,  you have gone too far.  Meet at the quarry entrance at 7:45 AM sharp.  You will 
need full safety gear, including orange safety vest, helmet, steel-toed boots, and goggles.  For more in-
formation, contact Ray at (519) 822-8523.
On Saturday June 21 2008 The Niagara Peninsula Gem and Mineral Club hosts Geo-Venture 2008 at 
the Beamsville Fairgrounds in Beamsville, Ontario, 10 AM - 5 PM. It's held together with the Straw-
berry Festival. From the QEW, take the exit for Ontario Street south; Fairgrounds Road is on your 
right. For more information, call (905) 354-6612 or (905) 834-6921, or visit 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/NPGS.
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On July 12-13 2008 the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse presents the 42nd Annual Gemworld 
2008 Gem, Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show. Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM; Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM. Veri-
zon Center of Progress Building, New York State Fairgrounds, I-690, Syracuse, NY. 50 Dealers. $6 
adults, children under 12 free. For more info visit http://www.gmss.us.

On July 18-20 2008, the Sudbury Rock & Lapidary Society presents their 26th Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show at the Carmichael Arena, Bancroft Drive, Sudbury, Ontario. Friday, 5 PM - 9 PM; Saturday, 10 
AM - 6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM - 5 PM. For more information, call (705) 522-5140 or visit 
http://www.ccfms.ca/Clubs/Sudbury/show.htm.

On July 25-27 2008, the 3rd Annual Toronto Gem and Mineral Summer Show and Sale takes place at 
the Leaside Gardens Arena, 1073 Millwood Road, East York. Adults $8, Seniors $7, Kids 12-18, $6, 
under 12 free with adult. For more information, contact Ohannes Bedrossian at (514) 989-9800 or e-
mail torontogemshow@canada.com.

On Sunday July 27 2008, the Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club hosts the 12th Annual Mineral Capital 
Gem and Mineral Show, Sunday, 10 AM - 4 PM, Bancroft Legion Hall, Station St., Bancroft, ON.  For 
more information, contact Frank Melanson at (613) 332-1032.

On July 31-August 3 2008, the 45th Annual Bancroft Gemboree will take place in Bancroft. For more 
information, call (877) 410-1513.

On September 13-14 2008 the Scarborough Gem and Mineral Club presents their 40th Annual Show, 
2467 Eglinton Ave. E., Scarborough, Ontario. Saturday 10-6, Sunday 11-5. Adults $3, Children $1. For 
more information, contact scarbgemclub@lycos.com.

On October 10-12 2008 the Michigan Mineralogical Society hosts the 64th Annual Detroit Gem, Min-
eral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show, South Macomb Community College Expo Center, Building P, 12 Mile 
Road and Hayes Road, Warren, Michigan. Friday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m, Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Sunday 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Adults $7, Seniors $4, Children $3. For more information visit 
http://www.michmin.org/show/. This is the largest show within a 4-hour drive of Kitchener-Waterloo, 
well worth a visit.

On October 25-26 2008 the University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Department hosts the Annual Gem 
and Mineral Show, University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Museum, Waterloo, Ontario. For more in-
formation contact Peter Russell at (519) 888-4567, extension 32469.
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Our Club Display at the Kitchener Public Library
In April our club had 
a very attractive dis-
play at the main 
branch of the Kitche-
ner Public Library on 
Queen Street, with 
specimens (mostly 
local) temporarily 
lent by Reiner 
Mielke, Stephanie 
Martin, and Gary 
Winkler.   The im-
pressive photo posters 
were created by   
André Mongeon.

Thanks to everyone 
who participated in 
this important adver-
tising for our club.

Photos by André 
Mongeon.
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Spodumene
by André Mongeon

Spodumene (SPOD-
you-mean) is a mineral 
that is a main source of 
the metal lithium.  Its 
chemical formula is Li-
AlSi2O6.  (Lepidolite is 
another viable source of 
lithium.)   Lithium is an 
important industrial 
commodity currently in 
demand for its use in 

long-life batteries and as a component of 
specialized lubricants.  It is used in alloys 
and in the processing of many chemicals.  
Lithium also has pharmaceutical applica-
tions, especially in the treatment of certain 
mood disorders.  In addition to industrial 
uses, some spodumene crystals can be cut 
into fabulous gems.

Gemmy spodumene is found in several lo-
cations as a component in lithium-bearing 
granite pegmatites.  Brazil, Afghanistan 
and the United States are sources of gem 
grade specimens.  Industrial grade spodu-
mene occurs in many places, including 
Canada.  Spodumene gems have names for 
their colour varieties.  Pink to lavender 
crystals, named Kunzite, are coloured by 
manganese impurities.  Kunzite is named 
after the mineralogist George Frederick 

Kunz.  Green crystals, named Hiddenite, are tinted by traces of chromium.   It is named after the 
owner of a spodumene mine in North Carolina, W. E. Hidden.  Yellowish green crystals are 
tinted by iron and chromium.  Colourless to yellow crystals are sometimes called Triphane.  It 
has been reported that some pink Kunzite can be changed into green Hiddenite by irradiation 
with x-rays.
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Most colours of spo-
dumene gems are pale 
in intensity but the 
gems are often percep-
tibly pleochroic.  Spo-
dumene crystals are 
often zoned, as are 
some cut stones.  Gem 
material is uncommon 
but not rare, so cut 
stones don’t cost a for-
tune.  Deeper tints will 
be more expensive but 
their aesthetic appeal 
often justifies the extra 
cost.  With perfect 

cleavage it is some-
what fragile for ring use, even though its hard-

ness is 6.5 - 7.  Spodumene has another prop-
erty that will likely keep it from being a main-
stream gemstone:  it tends to fade in sunlight.    
It is one of many stones that collectors should 
carefully store in the dark.
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New Dinosaur Tracks Discovered

According to an article on the BBC website, 
new dinosaur tracks have been discovered in 
Yemen in the Arabian peninsula.

Two different trackways were discovered.  
The first set, made by an ornithopod from the 
Jurassic period, was found by a Yemeni jour-
nalist in Madar, north of the capital Sana’a. 

The second set was found by a geologist at 
Sana’a University.   It consists of tracks made 
by 11 individuals, all members of the sauro-
pod family.  These large long-necked dino-
saurs lived about 150 million years ago.  

Very few dinosaur fossils are known from the 
Arabian peninsula.

Flashes on the Moon Explained

Amateur astronomers have long reported 
mysterious flashes on the Moon.  Now these 
have been explained as the result of meteorite 
impacts.  According to an article at 
physorg.com, these impacts are in fact fairly 
common, with over 100 being recorded over 
the last 2 1/2 years.  

 This video shows an impact near the crater 
Gauss on January 4 2008.  

If there is no atmosphere, how can there be a 
flash?  “The impact heats up rocks and soil 
on the lunar surface hot enough to glow like 
molten lava--hence the flash," says Bill 
Cooke, head of NASA's Meteoroid Environ-
ment Office.
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