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President’s Message
It has been a good summer, perhaps a bit dry, 
but that has resulted in less lawn to mow, and 
more time for rockhounding!

The Club organized another memorable trip at 
the end of July, this time to Marmora and the 
Bancroft area.  On Saturday, three from our 
club and 5 from the Walker Club met at the 
Aecon Quarry, just south of Marmora.  

There were lots of garnets, pyrite, epidote, 
magnatite, some calcite and quartz crystals, actinolite and perhaps some tour-
maline.  As usual, I loaded the car down with too many specimens, based on 
speculation that when I got home and removed the overlying calcite, there 
would be many beautiful specimens revealed.  Alas, after much etching with 
HCl, I am still anticipating some prize specimen to appear.  The actual quarry 
that was mined for iron ore several decades ago, is now an impressive lake 1.5 
km long, 0.5 km wide and 200 metres deep.  It has proven an inviting swim-
ming hole for the locals who delight in jumping off the edge of the quarry into 
the clear, cool water below. 

The next day we visited the Mineral Capital show in Bancroft.   This is the 
show for serious collectors, where most 'dealers' are really collectors them-
selves, trying to finance their hobby.  There were many interesting specimens, 
from various sites across Canada.  On Monday, 4 more joined the KW group as 
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we 'drove' (thanks to Robert Land) and hiked into the Morrison and Davis 
quarries, east of the York River.  With Jeff Shallit's ultraviolet lights we found 
hackmanite galore, fluorescing a bright pink/orange colour.  Some of it was a 
bright pink tenebrescent, just when it is split open, or even dug freshly out of 
the cold, dark earth.  Too much sunlight, however, and the colour quickly fades 
to white.  Of course, Reiner Mielke found the prize specimens of zircon crys-
tals.   Have you wondered why is it always Reiner?  Well, I've learned that it is 
more than luck and sound knowledge.  Reiner also works the hardest when on 
site, staying the longest, and digging deeply through the rubble.  Oh, and we 
also brought back some poison ivy rash, and more mosquitos than the previous 
year, if you can believe that.

The final day, most of us had run out energy and enthusiasm, but Reiner was 
determined we were going to find the rare mineral warwickite.  We spent about 
an hour on a South Baptiste road cut, trying to find a mineral that no one was 
sure what it looked like.  We finally decided that the small black particles must 
be it, and continued to collect bad quality 'tourmaline' for the next half hour.  
On closer inspection, Reiner concluded that we had been on a wild goose 
chase, so we dumped everything we had collected and started over again.  At 
least, Reiner did.  The rest of us left Reiner in the hot sun, on the side of the 
road, as we headed off to another site.  Without much luck, even finding the 
site, now posted 'no trespassing', Aimee and I decided to head home.  I hope 
someone went back to pick up Reiner.  Maybe he even found some warwickite.

Club meetings begin again, 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Waterloo Community Arts Centre on Regina street.  Come and join us.  Sep-
tember's meeting is our usual "Show and Tell'.  What prize specimens did you 
collect/acquire over the summer?  Also, Reiner will give a talk on cleaning and 
preparing specimens.

See you at the meetings!

-- Gary Partlow
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Upcoming Meetings
All meetings are start at 7:00 PM for trading specimens at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. 
South, Waterloo.

September 5 2007: Reiner Mielke will give us a talk about how to clean and trim mineral specimens. It's also 
time to have the annual show-and-tell about your summer collecting adventures.

October 3 2007: Matt Devereaux will tell us about the fossils of the Burgess Shale.

November 7 2007: Karen Fox and Donna Hollander will give us a workshop on lapidary. 

December 5 2007: The 3rd annual club live auction! Free pizza and pop, shared goodies, and a gift exchange.

Event Calendar 

On September 15-16 2007, the Gem & Mineral club of Scarborough presents the Wonders of the Earth show 
at the Mid-Scarborough Community centre, 2467 Eglinton Ave., E., Scarborough (Toronto) at the Kennedy 
Subway. Saturday, 10 - 6 PM; Sunday, 11 - 5 PM. Adults, $3; Kids $1. For more information, call (416) 282-
5319 or (416) 438-8908.

On September 23 2007, the CCFMS is offering a field trip to the St. Mary's Quarry in Bowmanville for fos-
sil collecting. According to the CCFMS site, "Collecting is limited to the first 100 pre-registered CCFMS mem-
bers in good standing. Current 2007 Club membership cards need to be shown at the quarry gates prior to entry. 
Arrive before 8:30 a.m. Sign in as soon as you arrive. Safety talk at 8:45 a.m. sharp. Safety gear must be worn. 
Liability waiver must be signed. Collectors need to be over 16 years old. Time: 9.00 am to 4 pm. Contact: 
Randy Ernst 416-494-4276 or e-mail rernst1004@rogers.com".

On September 29-30 2007 the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club hosts the 41st Annual Gem, Mineral, and 
Jewellery Show Sale at the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue, Ottawa. Saturday, 10 AM - 6 PM; 
Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM. For more information, call (613) 237-ROCK.

On October 13-14 2007 the Kingston Lapidary & Mineral Club hosts the 2007 Gem Storm, at the Portsmouth 
Olympic Harbour, Kingston, Ontario. $3 Adults, children under 12 free.

On November 3-4 2007, the University of Waterloo Earth Sciences Museum hosts the Annual Gem and Min-
eral Show. This year's theme is "Canadian Gold". 10 AM to 5 PM each day. Carvings, minerals, gemstones, 
rocks, fossils, lapidary, jewellery. Science for Kids. Sunday afternoon lectures. For more information, call (519) 
888-4567 ext. 32469, or visit http://www.openhouse.uwaterloo.ca.

On November 10-11 2007, the Gem and Mineral Club of Burlington hosts the 36th Gemini Gem and Mineral 
Show at the Mainway Recreation Centre, 4015 Mainway, Burlington, Ontario (at the NE corner of Walkers and 
Mainway). Saturday, 10 AM - 6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Fluorescent mineral display, micro minerals, 
soapstone carving, sphere making, faceting, silversmithing, kid's quarry, door prizes.
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A Visit to Chaco Canyon
Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park is in 
northwestern New Mex-
ico, a few hours from 
Albuquerque.  It is a 
very remote place, and 
involves driving at least 
15 miles on dirt roads to 
reach.

Chaco Canyon is best 
known for its remarkable 
ruins, built 800 to 1200 
years ago by the ances-
tral Puebloans (also 
known as Anasazi).  But 
archaeologists don’t get 

all the fun; there are also things to interest the amateur geologist.

Most rocks in Chaco belong to the 
Mesa Verde Group, from the late 
Cretaceous period, 75-80 million 
years ago.   You can see siltstone, 
mudstone, sandstone, shale, and 
coal beds.  I also found some se-
lenite crystals (see photo at right).  
Did the ancestral Pubeloans heat 
the gypsum to form plaster of Paris 
for mortar for their stone build-
ings?  I don’t know.

You can also find some interesting 
fossils at Chaco.  Although there 
are some vertebrate fossils, by far the most common fossil viewed in the park is 
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Ophimorpha No-
dosa, the casts 
which are believed 
to be the fossilized 
burrows left by a 
crustacean, Calli-
anasa major.  
These casts ab-
sorbed mercury 
and iron from sur-
rounding water, 
and as a result, are 
coloured orange 
and brown.  The 
photo at left shows 
such a burrow.

Chaco is best vis-
ited in spring and fall.  It is so far away from any town that camping is the only op-
tion, and campsites can be full during peak periods, so arrive early.    -- JOS

Next Frontier for Mining:  the Ocean?

Nautilus Minerals is exploring the ocean floor for sulfide deposits, hoping to 
mine zinc, copper, gold, and silver.  Their main project is the Solwara sulfide 
deposit off the coast of Papau New Guinea.  According to an article in the 
March 12 2007 issue of the Record, mining underwater can be less costly than 
land mining because it avoids the need to build a shaft and other costly re-
quirements.

Another company looking to mine the ocean is Diamond Fields International, 
which is mining for diamonds off the coast of Namibia.

Future KW Gem & Mineral Club field trips may require a scuba diving li-
cence!
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New Poetry Book Celebrates Geology

Geologists and mining engineers approach minerals from a scientist's perspective. But 
imagine enriching the public's understanding in a whole new way - through the eyes of a 
poet.

Looking Through Stone is the first collection of poems in Canada devoted exclusively to 
the subject. From volcanoes to vitamins, it presents a wealth of factual information. It 
also explores past, more fanciful notions about how rocks and minerals fit into our human 
picture. The Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada will even be including 
the book in its Mining Matters educational program.  

Looking Through Stone is divided into four sections. Part I introduces a little basic geol-
ogy. Part II focuses on the seven metals of the ancients, linked to the planets and days of 
the week, plus platinum and uranium. Part III delves into myths and legends about the 
power of gemstones. Part IV looks at the history and technology of mining, and its social 
and economic impact. The minerals included are all to befound in Canada-a reminder of 
our country's rich resources. 

Looking Through Stone, 107 pages, softcover, will be available by May 2007 from Sud-
bury publisher Your Scrivener Press. Further details and animage of the cover are given 
on its Web site at http://www.yourscrivenerpress.com/default.asp?id=1294 

In the meantime, by way of introduction, I have posted a few sample poems from the 
book on my own Web site http://www3.sympatico.ca/susanio/sampler.pdf .

Looking Through Stone can add a new dimension to your gem and mineral outreach pro-
gram.

Sincerely,  Susan Ioannou (author)

Looking Through Stone by Susan Ioannou, ISBN 978-1-896350-22-6, 107 pp, $17.00, 
May 2007.

Direct Orders: Your Scrivener Press
465 Loach's Road
Sudbury, ON P3E 2R2
Telephone 705-522-5126
Fax 705-522-8453
info@yourscrivenerpress.com  
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Rock Word of the Month:
Coltan

What is coltan?  

African slang for “columbite-tantalite”, 
coltan is the main ore of the rare elements 
niobium (also called columbium) and tan-
talum.  Tantalum prices began increasing 
the late 1970’s, since capacitors made 
from tantalum are small and light and 
hence form an essential part in cell 
phones, pagers, and personal computers.  
Six billion tantalum capacitors are pro-
duced each year, worldwide.  

Columbite is actually no longer an official 
mineral.  It has been replaced by Ferroco-
lumbite (FeNb2O6).  Similarly, Tantalite is 
not an official mineral name; it is the gen-
eral name for Ferrotantalite (FeTa2O6) 
and Manganotantalite (MnTa2O6). 

Coltan is mined in Canada, Brazil, China, 
Australia, and the Congo.  The largest 
producer is the Sons of Gwalia Mine in 
Western Australia.  

Coltan has played a role in the civil war in 
the Congo, where mining has financed the 
military occupation.  

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and 
Mineral Club

Mailing Address: 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club
c/o Peter Russell
46-121 University Avenue E.
Waterloo, ON  N2J 4J1
Canada

Officers:

Co-Presidents: 
Gary Winkler (519) 836-0699
Gary Partlow (519) 863-6515

Treasurer:   Reiner Mielke   (519) 729-
9261

Publicity:   Stan Jones   (519) 658-4394

Field Trip Chairman:   
Jeffrey Shallit    (519) 743-8754

Newsletter Editor: Jeffrey Shallit (519) 
743-8754

Kid’s Club Coordinator:   Scott Rose 
(519) 885-0674 

Club Website:  
www.calaverite.com/kwgmc
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