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President’s Message

Do not forget that this club operates for you, the members!  Your 
input as to speakers, club events, field trips, and other ideas are 
always welcomed. For the past year attendance has averaged 27 
members per meeting and every effort will be made to continue 
with a good variety of talented speakers.   Several new members 
joined the club at the October meeting, and got a free mineral kit 
and club guidebook.  We have just purchased a large vinyl banner 
to help advertise our club at various shows. At all times feel free to 
bring a friend out to see a "rock" meeting. There has been a very 
positive response to the mini-talks that are given and we have now 
"run dry" — I can only hope several of you will sign up for a mini-

talk in 2007.

We’ll be staffing a table at the Kitchener Public Library on October 28.  Stop by and see the new ban-
ner!

At our November 1 meeting we’ll have 3 mini-talks: Bo R. on "the cosmic source of rocks", Jean S. on 
"amethyst", and Amy P. on "emeralds". We will need volunteers to staff the club table at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo show November 4 and 5.  (I am prepared to wait until midnight to get them — Ha!)

We need egg cartons to make more mineral kits for new members.  Please save up your egg cartons, 
but only the ones with flat tops (not sculptured tops), and bring them to the November meeting.  

     -- Gary Winkler

Rock Quote of the Month

“We learn geology the morning after the earthquake.”   — Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Collecting in North Carolina

Your newsletter editor was in North Carolina this 
summer, so I thought I’d try to do some collect-
ing.  As luck would have it, the Mountain Area 
Gem and Mineral Association (MAGMA) had a 
trip already planned to the Crabtree Emerald-
Mine near Spruce Pine, so I decided to tag along.  

Spruce Pine is a little mountain town outside 
Asheville.  It’s famous for a wide variety of min-
erals, including emeralds and hyalite opal.

I got a bit lost in the mountains, but eventually 
found the site.  About 50 people were already 
there.  Some were pounding with sledgeham-
mers, while others dredged the tailings pond 
with screeens.  One proudly showed off a nice 
emerald crystal he had found the night before 
and already polished in the campground (see 
photo)!

It was a hot day, so I only lasted for a few hours.  
Emeralds are found at the contact point between 
biotite mica and the host rock, so you need to 
look for a black coating.  “If it ain’t black, put it 
back!” I was told.

I eventually found two small emeralds.  Neither 
one was superb, but they were clear and green.  

I also took the time 
to visit a couple of 
mineral museums.  
The Colburn Earth 
Science Museum is 
located in the 
basement of the 
Pack Place Educa-
tion Arts &Science 
Center in down-
town Asheville.  
Among other 
pieces in their col-
lection, I spotted a 
nice orange celes-
tine from our area 
(see picture)!

I also visited the Mineral and Lapidary Museum 
in Hendersonville.    This is a nice small museum 
with North Carolina and other minerals.  Below 
is a picture of one of North Carolina’s most fa-
mous minerals, hiddenite (a variety of spodu-
mene).  The crystal below is sitting on a lithium 
camera battery.

The Spruce Pine area is filled with interesting 
places to collect.  Who’s up for a collecting trip 
to North Carolina next year?  --JOS
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GSC Geologist 
Fired for Criticizing 
Tories

According to the September 
18 CBC radio show As It 
Happens, Dr. Andrew 
Okulitch, geologist with the 
Geological Survey of Can-

ada, was fired from his emeri 
tus position after he sent an e-
mail message criticizing a di-
rective instructing all em-
ployees to henceforth refer to 
their employer as the “New 
Government of Canada”.

In his message, Okulitch 
said,“While this ridiculous 
and embarrassing policy in in 
effect, I shall use ‘Geological 
Survey of Canada’ on my de-
partmental correspondence to 
avoid any connection with 
“New Government”.

“The GSC, steward to 
knowledge of Canada’s earth 
resources for 164 years is an 
institution worthy of my loy-
alty, as opposed to idiotic 
buzzwords coined by politi-
cal hacks.”

Within an hour, Okulitch re-
ceived an e-mail message 
from the Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Irwin Itkovitch, fir-
ing him from his emeritus 
position.

After the As It Happens seg-
ment appeared, Dr. Okulitch 
was reinstated.

Dr. Okulitch’s web site is 
http://gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/dir/inde
x_e.php?id=716

Lamb Collection 
Now on Display at 
Queen’s Park
Larry Lamb, a founding 
member of our club, donated 
his collection to the Earth 
Sciences Museum at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, where it 
has been on display for the 
past year.  Currently, how-
ever, it has moved (for 6 
months) to the Ontario legis-
lature in Queen’s Park, as 

part of their community ex-
hibits programme. 

Field Trip Report

On September 24 the 
CCFMS hosted their semi-
annual trip to the Dundas 
Quarry.  Club members 
sighted include Gary Win-
kler, Kelly Ganci, Reiner 
Mielke, Jeff Shallit, and 
newcomers Doug and 
Monika Getty.  Recent blast-
ing exposed a great vein of 
marcasite crystals — some 
said they were the best ever 
seen at Dundas.    There was 
also plenty of massive bright 
silvery galena.  Reiner 
pointed out some great micro 
selenite crystals on calcite 
(see photo below).  The 
weather was perfect and eve-
rybody went home with 
plenty of rocks. 
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New Mineral Collec-
tion Donated to UW

Johann Werner, a longtime em-
ployee of the plant operations de-
partment at the University of Wa-
terloo, has donated his collection 

to the Earth Sciences Museum. 
The collection includes cabinet 
specimens of rhodonite from Aus-
tralia,  stibnite from Romainia, 
galena crystals from Dundas, 
wulfenite from Los Lamentos, 
Mexico,  gyrolite & laumontite 
from India, and a 1-foot Canadian 
apatite.

 The collection currently resides in 
a display case on the first floor of 
the CEIT building on the Waterloo 
campus and may be viewed during 
regular business hours or during 
the University of Waterloo show 
in November.

North Carolina Man 
Finds Giant Emerald

According to an article in the 
August 25 Charlotte Observer, 
Jamie Hill, a resident of Alexander 
County, has found a 10-inch (25 
cm) 591-carat (118 gram) emerald 
crystal that is one of the longest 
emeralds ever found in North 
America.

Hill owns an emerald mine 55 
miles (89 km) north of Charlotte, 
and has found several large emer-
alds, including one that is now in a 
museum in Houston and two that 
were cut into large gems.

Obituary:  William 
Cook

William R. Cook, Jr., an Ohio ge-
ologist and mineral dealer, died on 
September 4 at his home, at the 
age of 78, of pancreatic cancer. 
According to an obituary in the 
September 10 Plain Dealer, Cook 
began his interest in minerals in 
1950 after taking a course at Ober-
lin College.  

Cook was a founding member of 
the Mineralogical Society of 
Cleveland and the Micromineral 

Society of the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History.

Cook was the co-founder of 
Cleveland Crystals, a company 
that grows artificial crystals for 
use in lasers.  He also ran a min-
eral business called Virgin Valley 
Sales, specializing in rare miner-
als, and often exhibited with his 
wife Anne at the Detroit and Tuc-
son shows, where he shared his 
knowledge with interested collec-
tors.  The picture of Bill and Anne 
Cook was taken at the Tucson 
show in 2006.

New Kansas Meteor-
ite Found

According to an October 16 article 
at the ABC News website, a new 
70-kilo pallasite has been found in 
the strewn field at Brenham, Kan-
sas.  The discoverers, Steve Ar-
nold and Philip Mani, used 
ground-penetrating radar to make 
their find.

  As a result of the find, it is now 
known that the meteorite fell 
10,000 years ago and probably 
was witnessed by native Ameri-
cans.
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Report from the 
Detroit Show

The Michigan Minera-
logical Society held their 
annual show in Warren, 
Michigan (a northern sub-
urb of Detroit) on October 
14-16.    

Club members spotted on 
Saturday included Claus 
Ruthardt (at left), Ed 
Stiles (at right), Peter 
Russell (below left) and 

John Elliott.    

There were many interesting dealers and exhibits, includ-
ing some beautiful specimens from John Elliott’s collec-
tion.    I particularly liked John’s fluorite specimen from 

Cave-In-Rock, Illi-
nois, which has a superb blue colour (at right).

Peter Russell gave a 1-hour slide show on minerals of Canada, and John 
Medici gave another on collecting minerals in Ontario and Québec.   John 
Medici’s collection included an amazing green fluorite with an unusual 
iridescent forest green surface, pictured here on the left.  It is from the 
Chas. Pfizer & Co. Quarry, Gibsonburg, Ohio.
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Fall Event Schedule

On November 1 2006 we’ll meet at our usual venue, the "Button Factory" (aka Waterloo Community 
Arts Centre) at 25 Regina St. South, Waterloo, at 7:30 PM.   We'll hear 3 mini-talks:

 • Bo Renneckendorf will talk on "the cosmic source of rocks"

 • Jean Scott on "Amethyst"

 • Amy Partlow on "Emeralds"

On November 4-5 2006, the University of Waterloo presents the Annual Gem and Mineral Show, 
from 10 AM to 5 PM, at the Earth Sciences Museum in the CEIT building on the UW campus. This 
year's theme is "Carved in Stone". For more info, call (519) 888-4567, ext. 32469, or visit 
www.openhouse.uwaterloo.ca.

On November 11-12 2006, the Gem and Mineral Club of Burlington hosts their annual Gem and 
Mineral Show at the Mainway Recreation Centre, 4015 Mainway, Burlington, Ontario (NE corner of 
Walkers Line and Mainway). 10 AM - 6 PM Saturday; 10 AM - 5 PM Sunday.

On December 6 2006 we’ll meet at our usual venue, the "Button Factory" (aka Waterloo Community 
Arts Centre) at 25 Regina St. South, Waterloo, at 7:30 PM.   This is our 2nd annual live auction and 
holiday party.

Don’t Trust Every-
thing You Read

At the Detroit show, the 
dealer Crystal Circle from 
Cincinnati had the follow-
ing caption on some 
specimens of danburite.  
Can you spot the mis-
take?
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Bob Sharpe visits the Giants Causeway
I went to Northern Ireland 
in September to attend the 
2nd annual UNESCO 
Geoparks conference in 
Belfast.  Geoparks are a 
new protected-area desig-
nation whose purpose is to 
assist countries in the con-
servation of geological 
sites and regions that have 
regional significance, as 
well as to promote tourism 
and education initiatives 
related to these sites.  Cur-
rently there is a rapidly 
expanding network of 
geoparks, predominantly 
in Europe and China.  In-
terestingly, neither Canada 
nor the United States have 
yet proposed any geop-
arks, although I think we 

have some good candidates (e.g., Manitoulin Island and the Cobalt region come to mind).  Numerous websites 
explaining the initiative and describing the approved and proposed geoparks can be found by searching the web.

While in Northern Ireland, I went exploring the Giants Causeway, which is about 2 hours north of Belfast.  The 
Giants Causeway and the adjacent coastal landscape are awe-inspiring.  The majestic cliffs and inaccessible 
bays combine with legend to create a geographic region thick with history, culture, and extraordinary geology.  
When it first came to the attention of scientists in the late 1600’s, explanation of its origins sparked some great 
debates.  There was much argument as to whether the Causeway had been created by humans with picks and 
chisels, by the efforts of a mythical giant, Finn McCool, or by the forces of vulcanism or neptunism.   This 
amazing array of basalt columns became widely known as the “Eighth Wonder of the World”.  The nearly 
40,000 black basalt columns were formed during the early Tertiary period some 62-65 million years ago over 
repeated periods of igneous activity.  The pattern of mainly hexagonal columns, some 30 metres tall, formed as 
a result of rock crystallization under conditions of accelerated cooling when molten lava comes into contact 
with water.

In 1986 the Giant’s Causeway was included on UNESCO’s World Heritage list as a prime example of earth’s 
evolutionary history during the tertiary epoch, and because it contains rare and superlative natural phenomena.  
The site also has outstanding cultural value in that it contains the wreck of the Girona from the Spanish Armada.  
Not surprisingly, specimen collecting is not permitted at this or other UNESCO sites, but the images collected 
on my camera and in my mind were certainly worth the journey.  My list of places to visit in the future will cer-
tainly be including other World Heritage sites and Geoparks.
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Museum Acquires Dinosaur 
Trackway

At the recent Detroit show, Peter Russell 
purchased a large (2 meters by 1 meter) plas-
tic cast of a Grallator dinosaur trackway from 
Connecticut.  The trackway will be hung in 
the Earth Sciences Museum at the University 
of Waterloo, and is pictured at left.  The 
trackway was sold by Ray Garton of Prehis-
toric Planet.  Grallator was a small, fast-
running dinosaur from the Triassic period.
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